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OOD advertising always serves the best inter- 
ests of both purchaser and seller. Only in so 
doing can it hold the confidence of the purchaser. 

The Sunday School Times makes such good adver-- 


tising its constant aim. } 


©" ~*Our Father” 
By Maud Frazer Jackson 


HEN they asked him how to pray, 
In the long ago, 
Jesus taught them words to say 
That forever take away 
Any doubt the heart might know 
Of God’s care for man below,— 
Blessed words, ‘‘ Our Father.” 


Gracious Lord, what tenderness, 

Reassuring love, 

Taught us so! Thy name we bless, 
: As we come, adore, confess, 














o. . At the throne supreme above,— 


Throne of grace—we are asking of 
One who is * Our Father.” 


« King,” «« Creator,”—were it thus 

That the prayer began, 

Could we on the arm unseen 

In our weakness come to lean? 

Love Divine, in.-Thee we can 

Bridge the gulf *twixt God and man, 
Crying, ‘*‘ Abba, Father.” 





The lessons for the first Quarter of 1927 are taught 

over the radio every Tuesday evening by the Edstor 

of The Sunday School Times, Full information ts 
given on page 794. 


ve 
The “New” Psychology 
There is nothing so old that it cannot masquerade 
successfully as a novelty. Men like to think that they 
are getting something new; but they never can, ex- 
ons from God. wisest man in the world spoke 
when he said, “There is no new thing under the 
phe aa: must go ‘higher than the sun, to the throne 
of God € if, we wo live where “all things are be- 
come new.” “Modernism” is not modern, as old 
as Satan’s lies in the garden of Eden. “New = 
is the -same old lie. And now the “new” 
runs true to form in its rejection of God and God's 
truth, and in a vain effort to bring forth 


new. A writer in a religious paper tells us that we_ 


must “extract from this new teaching all the t 
there ‘s in it,” and gives a revealing glimpse of the 


teachings of the latest phase of SeFEnOwey. “The new 
psychology takes its most radical step in its dealing 
with religion . . . and asserts that the»beliefs which ap- 
pear to hold so ‘large a place in‘'religion are a large- 
scale example of the power. of the wish. Religion is 
not a revelation of God. It is a revelation of man. 
For. in religion man projects against the vast dark 
screen of the Unknown his own unfulfilled desires. 
The Goodness of God is but the projection of man’s 
unfulfilled ideals. The Divine Lover is our com 
sation for the inadequacies of human affection. The 
heavens we anticipate are works of fantasy, desis 
castles, fictitious fulfillment to impulses frustrated by 
the facts of life. God’s gracious regard for us is but 
a subjective device for the restoration of our own 
wounded self-regard.” In other words, the heart of 
the new psychology, like the heart of the natural man, 
is the rejection of God and God’s Word, In the Bible 
we have the only revealed religion there is: God’s dis-:- 
closure to men of truth that man could never know 
unless God supernaturally revealed it. The truths 
thus given to us about man, his fall, sin and its con- 
sequences, God, Christ, salvation, and eternity are no 
more “the projection of man’s unfulfilled ideals” than 
the light and heat of the sun in the heavens is the pro- 
jection. of the thoughts and unfulfilled ideals of a 
little blind mole burrowing its underground tunnels in 
the-earth. Men who will not believe God are patheti- 
cally ready to believe anything else. received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong delu- 
ion, that they should believe a lie” (2 Thess. 2: 10, 11). 


eren rsh x - 
What Christ’s Death Means 


Christ’s death means the sinner’s life. As all 
men are sinners, Christ’s death is the world’s only 
hope of life. If a perfect, sinless, loving Christ had 
lived on this earth during a human lifetime and then, 
without dying, had returned to Heaven, he would 
have left all the world eternally lost. _But Christ died, 
willingly receiving the wages of the world’s sin; those 
who receive his death-sacrifice in their behalf will 
never receive the death-wages they deserve, but in- 
stead they are given his eternal life. At a recent 


Advent Testimony Movement meeting in London a 
speaker quoted a remark of Dr. A. i. Schofield at 
the Bible Day meetings held earlier, “that in all the 
Epistles there were not more than twelve verses that 
spoke of the beautiful life of the Lord Jesus; they 
were occupied with his death.” The Word of God 
makes no mistakes in its emphases. It is popular, to- 
day, to place most of the emphasis upon the life our 
Lord lived while on earth, and to say little of his death, 
But Christ’s life condemns us; only his death and res- 
urrection could save us. That is why Pau!, to whom 
the full meaning of the blood Gospel was revealed 
by Christ himself, “determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 


> ad 
The Bible as Literature 


Merely as literature, the Bible surpasses all other 
books. Why should it not be so?. Is it not reason- 
able to suppose that the Creator of language can use 
it better his creatures can? But to spend time 
on the study of the Bible as literature—a popular 
pursuit among some—is like a hospital-full of sick’ 
people studying the beautiful language in which their 
physicians’ directions for their recovery might be writ- 
ten. Sick people ought to be  iapwg interested in 
paged ag not as literature, the ey 4 of get- 
ting well. That is the only reason why God has given 
us the Bible. Way back in Ezekiel’s time it was popu- 
lar to eulogize God’s Word as faultless literature, ard 
then do nothing about it. God said é See poet con- 
cerning sinning Bers Oy Boer sent t6 
show the way Of escape God's punishment: “Lo, 
thou art unto them as a very lovely voice of one. that 
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instru- 
ment: for they hear thy words, but they do them not” 
(Ezek. 33: 32). Many are saying that of the Bible 
today: it contains very lovely songs, its words are 
like matchless music, it is a delight to read them, — 
“but. they do them not.” Only as we humbly receive 
the Word of God, not as literature but as life, can we 
see its beauties and wonders; for the Holy 6pirit 
supernaturally reveals them to one who says, “I have 
esteemed the words of His mouth more than my neces- 
sary food.” 


Misdirected Lives 


directed life. Some have been “Ted into work for 

which they are not suited and positions they can 
never fill. Others are adequate to their tasks, but 
feel they could do better at something else. There 
are people wrongly married. There are misfits in the 
ministry. . Then there are churches so unresponsive 
that they make misfits of men who would do splendid 
service under other conditions’.- People are bes 
to take office or other position in church and denom1 
tional life for which they have no aptitude, and in 
which there is no sense of divine appointment. Again, 
every day tells its sad story of prodigals who have 
gone into the far country to.spend their substance in 
riotous living. 

A noted bishop has somewhere spoken of “the cruel 
restlessness of a misdirected life.’ There may of 
course be high moments ber feverish excitement with 
a sense of really g somewhere. But these 
are followed by days ° " & depression. People who 
are led by the will o’ the wisp and the mirage are 
doomed to disappointment. The cruelty of the rest- 
lessness is not realized at first, because an imaginary 
goal gives er ae 3 early = ggg It is the on- 
looker, parent, , or friend who first 
sees the futility pe 1 Fels the heartbreale. The father 
in the parable had a very’ different sige Lis of the far 
country from the younger son. We know this by 
what is stated later in the story: “But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had com- 

ssion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” 

e knew that the far country would bring its sorrow; 
and doubtless could be seen daily scanning the hori- 
zon to get the first, faint glimpse of his wandering 
boy, tracking it for home again. 


"Tiree is scarcely anything so sad as a mis- 


Lives are misdirected in many ways. Self-will is 
‘responsible in a vast number of instances — refusal to 
take the sound, kindly advice of those who know better 
than oneself, Sometimes there is definite choice of a 
sinful life. Not infrequently, parents in their pride 
lead their own children astray. They persuade them 
to take positions for which they are not adapted, and 
for which they never car qualify, no matter what 
time and money may be spent in training. Sometimes 
whole families find themselves on the wrong track 
through the desire to do as others do who are differ- 
ently circumstanced. -Impatience at slow results in- 
duces others to similar error, perhaps on the very eve 
of some great unfolding. 

Behind most misdirection, doubtless, Kies some fail- 
ure in the soul’s personal relationship to God, such as 
an unsurrendered life, prayeriessness, interference with 
divinely revealed. plans and purposes, or a usurping of 
the place of God in one’s own or another’s life, 

There is little chance of helping a self-willed, mis- 
directed life until the cruelty of its restlessness is felt, 
and then, alas, it may be too late, But, thank God, 
while breath and consciousness remain, it is not too 
late to turn in repentance and faith to Christ; not too 
late to be “saved; yet so as by fire.” While saved by 

race, there cannot be the same reward, i in such a life, 

or faithful service. 

The great thing in ike 2 to seek divine direction 
The Scriptures aoa s ts in every way. Outstand- 
ing Biblical chatdaints teow clearly the dance of God 
in human life. The folly of disobedience is also re- 
vealed. A favorite passage with many of God’s peo- 

is found in Proverbs (3:5, 6): “Trust in the 
d with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, ‘and 
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he shall direct thy paths.” An old commentator says, 
“Our trust must not only be entire; it must be exclu- 
sive. No other confidence, no confidence in the flesh, 
can consist with it.” 

Church choirs are fond of singing the first part of 
the thirty-seveath Psalm. The words, “And he shall 
give thee the desires of thine heart,” are both comfort- 
ang and inspiring. But one often wonders how many 
singing or listening realize the condition of fulfillment: 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord.” 

It is one thing to seek guidance when we are at the 
crossroads of life, and we are not sure which way we 
should take; it is another when we discover that we 
have taken the wrong road. It is not always possible 
to retrace our steps. There are positions that can, and 
ought to be, given up, that others more fitted than our- 
selves might fill them. Yet we need to be sure that 
we are not doing as the man of the parable who hid 
his talent in the earth. ; 

While it is quite possible that certain persons might 
have done better in some other occupation, age, family 
ties, and other responsibilities may make a fresh start 
along other lines out of the question. Worrying over 
what might have been only aggravates matters. The 
thing is to commit one’s present life, with all its prob- 
lems and complicated relationships, to God, accepting 
in faith the divine declaration that “all things work 
together for good to them that love God.” 

We cannot too often emphasize the command of 
the New Testament, “Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers.” But what if this has hap- 
pened in the matter of marriage? Let such people 
prayerfully ponder these words: “And unto the mar- 
ried I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the 
wife depart from her husband: But and if she depart, 
let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus- 
band: and let not the husband put away his wife... . 
For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, 
whether thou shalt save thy wife?” 

There are times, again, when what may seem like 
misdirection is God’s direction. What misdirection 
there seemed to be in Joseph’s life! He was cruelly 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


wronged by his brethren when they sold him into 
Egypt. He was still more wickedly wronged when 
lied against by Potiphar’s wife, and cast into prisen. 
Yet God made these very wrongs stepping-stones to 
higher things. “The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. Though 
he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand.” 

Joseph Parker said: “Let a preacher once get it 
into his mind that he ought to move in a larger circle 
and have a pulpit twice the size of his present pulpit, 
and the ambition which moves his mind in that direc- 
tion takes away from him much ‘of his working 
strength, so that, instead of filling the little sphere, 
or the sphere comparatively small, he shrinks within it 
and becomes for all effective service a smaller man 
than he really is. Let us accept our position what- 
ever it he, saying, God put me here, and when he wants 
me in some larger place he will send for me, and un- 
til the message comes I will serve him with both hands 
diligently, and my heart shall be as. a fire burning up 
toward him in aspiration and sacrifice.” 

This advice applies not merely to the preacher but to 
every Christian. We must not limit divine “calls” to 
the pulpit. Every believer should be sensitive to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, taking care neither to 
grieve him by yielding to. sin, ner quench him by dis- 
obedience. No sooner does the angel of the Lord say 
to Philip, “Arise, and go toward the south unto the 
way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, 
which is desert,” than we read, “Ard he arose and 
went.” Had he been slow to respond, he would not 
have had the joy of meeting the Ethiopian eunuch and 
leading him to Christ. 

It will do any of us untold good to go through the 
Acts of the Apostles noting the response of souls to 
the Spirit of God. 

It is a blessed day in any life when one can say, 


I was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thou 
Shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead Thou me on! 





The Big Leaguer Who 
‘Won’t Play Sunday Ball 


“Say, Fellows —” has a way of telling boys about 
things they are interested in. It is the boys’ lesson 
article in The Sunday School Times each week, taught 
by Wade C. Smith; and a few weeks ago, when we 
had Joshua’s farewell message to Israel (lesson for 
November 21, “Joshua Renewing the Covenant,” in the 
Times of November 6), Mr. Smith quoted an Asso- 
ciated Press news item from the front pages of the 
morning papers, about a twenty-six-year-old pitching 
star of the St. Louis Cardinals, Vic Keen, who wouldn’t 
play ball on Sunday. It was in the World’s Series, 
too! The newspaper report told the public that 
Keen’s contract “has a clause exempting him from 
duty on this day,” therefore he could not be called 
upon to pitch in the second game of the World Series 
on a Sunday. 

Cf this courageous and consecrated youngster Mr. 
Smith said characteristically : 


IT have not the honor of a personal acquaintance with 
Vic Keen nor with his father, but I hope I may some 
day park my hand for a moment in that pitching mit 
of his and tell him what I think of him. 


And now the Rev. Howard O. Keen, who is the 
father of Howard Victor Keen and pastor of the 
Brooklyn Methodist Protestant Church of Baltimore, 
Md., writes a letter to The Sunday School Times: 


In the November 6 issue of your valuable paper there 
is an article by Wade C. Smith, “Say, Fellows,” which 
uses as. his subject a clipping from a New York paper 
about a ball player who would not play on Sunday. 

The young man in question is my son. He is the 
only big league player who will not play on Sunday 
Outside of his own family he gets very little encour- 
agement for his stand. It takes grace and grit to 
stand alone on a matter like this in this day and time. 


I was pastor in Philadelphia for five years, and it was 
during that time my son began his league career. 
He is now living at 229 Rosemary St., Chevy Chase, 
Maryland, I feel it would mean much to him, if he 
just felt that the good people were back of him. When 
he played in Philadelphia he was razzed and slurred be- 
cause he stood clean, and was a minister’s son. I 
thank Mr. Smith for his tribute; my son was here yes- 
terday, and he read the article with much pleasure. I 
wanted you to know that we are trying to do our little 
part to “Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.” 


_It is interesting to see, on a printed card of invita- 
tion to Mr. Keen’s church, the statement, “No substi- 
tute for the old Gospel (Rom. 1:16).” That Scrip- 
ture was Paul’s clarion testimony and thanksgiving: 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the. power of God unto salvation to every one 





that believeth.” It is good to know of this father 
and son who are “not ashamed” of things that God 
declares worth while. It is that sort of faith and ebe- 
dience of which God’s Word says, ‘““Wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their Ged.” 


= 
Christian People Should Answer 


; As newspaper readers know, a survey, nation 
wide, is being made by a questionnaire of twelve ques- 


tions, printed in December by 150 newspapers through- 


out North America; these newspapers are co-operat- 
ing at the invitation of a committee of ministers, edu- 
cators, and laymen, the questions having been compiled 
by this committee of one hundred persons representing 
different denominations, both liberal and conservative 
in theology. 

The twelve questions, each of which is to be-an- 
swered by yes or no, are well framed and should bring 
out valuable information. As a matter of interest to 
readers of The Sunday School Times they are given 
here, but replies are not to be sent te the Times, but 
to the local papers in‘which they are appearing. 


THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
1. Do you believe in God? 
2. Do you believe im immortality? 


3. Do you believe.in prayer as a means of personal 
relationship with God? 


4. Do you believe that Jesus was divine as no other 
man was divine? 


5. De you regard the Bible as inspired in a sense 
that no other literature could be said to be inspired? 

6. Are you an active member of any church? 

7. Do you regularly attend any religious services? 

8. Would you be willing to have your family grow 
up in a community in which there is no church? 

9. Do you regularly have “family worship” in your 
home? 

10. Were you brought up in a religious home? 

11. Do you send your children to any school of re- 
ligious instruction? ‘ ; 

12, Do you think that. religion in some form is a 
necessary element of life for the individual and for 
the community ? 


These questions furnish interesting and profitable 
material for Bible class discussion or even for ser- 
mons and prayer-meetings. It is particularly. signifi- 


cant that a question on family worship should have : 


been included, in this day when that is so uncommon 
even in Christian homes, 
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Shall Christian People Try : 
to Elevate the Stage? 








A RECENT issue of the Bulletin published’: 


~“& by the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America announced that, as a result 
of influences set to work by the Federal Coun- 


.cil, an independent body had come into being, 


the Church and Drama Association. At its 
first meeting this association was addressed by 
Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, President of the Fed- 
eral Council; an Episcopalian rector represent- 
ing Bishop Manning; the Chaplain of the Cath- 
olic Actors’ Guild; the well-known Presbyte- 
rian elder Will H. Hays, President of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers and Distributors of 
America, Inc.; and the noted actress Edith 
Wynne Matthison. 


This association stands for “a wider appre- 
ciation and support of dramatic art as a crea- 
tive force, and to seek its employment for edu- 
cational ends and the pursuits of social and 
spiritual culture.” The clergyman who has 
launched it said that the Church and the stage 
should end their age-long conflict, and work 
together. 


Others, who know the stage very intimately, 
are not so optimistic about its possibilities for 
uplift. George Jean Nathan, a well-known dra- 
matic critic, says: 


“It has always been the mission of the theater- 
to reduce, in so far as it lay within its power, 
the manners and morals of the community. 
Obviously, I do not speak of the debased, un- 
civilized theater, but of the theater that is ar- 
tistically on the highest and finest level.” 


This is the opening sentence of his book on 
the theater, entitled, suggestively, “The House 
of Satan.” 


The ‘Sunday School Times will give its 
readers the views, not of a futile and misled 
religious organization that believes in the stage, 
nor of a worldly critic that sees the tragic 
truth about the theater, but of a young actor 
who, after having taken important parts in 
Shakespearean plays, and in a well-known com- 
pany, was brought face to face with the Lord, 
surrendered to him, abandoned the dramatic 
profession, and is now studying for the ministry 
in one of the most conservative theological 
seminaries in the land. 


He has written out his personal experiences, 
fully and freely, for readers of the Times. He 
tells something of what he found on the stage, 
after having been won over completely to ra- 
tionalism during his college course. 


He tells how, in an unexpected way, the pro- 
phetic teaching of. the Bible and the certainty 
of the Lord’s return challenged him. 


He tells why he believes, now, that “the 
Christian has no place on either side of the 
footlights.” 


The Sunday School Times family of readers 
around the world will be glad to learn that this 
young converted actor, now studying for a life 
of evangelism, writes to the Editor, “Many dif- 
ferent agencies were used by the Lord in bring- 
ing me to the light, but none to greater effect 
than your paper.” 


If you, as a Christian, have been in honest 
doubt what. your attitude should be toward 
the theater, or if you have friends who would 
be helped by this unusual personal experience, 
please make sure that you and they do not miss 
i 


This young man’s personal narrative, telling 
why he gave up the stage and is giving his life 
to the ministry, is one of the-most extraordinary 
series of articles The Sunday School Times 
has ever been privileged to publish. It. will ap- 
pear, serially, during the early part of 1927. 
Annual. subscriptions to the Times, either new 
or renewals, and either singly. or in clubs of 
five or more, at the rates given on page 706 of 
this issue, will include this series and the wealth 
of other editorial features that have been pro- 
vided for the new year. 
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Is Science Now Touc hing the “Very Garment of God”? 
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A prodigal son headed for home 


By Alfred T. Schofield, M.D., M.R.C.S. 
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W: MUST ore fh “that religion and science 


were Ofce united, and dwelt together in peace: ° 


the one busy with the study of the invisible and 
spiritual, the other with the wonders of the visible and 


material. But,<as in the story of the prodigal son, ° 


science gradually wandered farther and farther away 
from its parent; and sojourned for long in a far coun- 
try. ; 
Te is the manner of its return home that forms 
such a fascinating story, differing as it does so widely 
from that of the prodigal in the divine parable. He 
“came to himself,” and repentance brought him back 
to his father’s house; but it was not so with scieritists. 
Their return is perhaps better described in Francis 
Thompson’s well-known lines on the subject: 


In vasty dusk of life abroad 

They fondly thought to err from God; 
Nor knew the circle that they trod; 

And, wandering all the night about, 
Found them at dawn where they set out. 


But when the day completed the circle of their journey, 
Lo! they were standing by His side. 


We may add, to their own intense surprise. 

In their homeward journey I think scientists have 
already passed the dawn of the poet, and the bright- 
ening day of reconciliation lies before them. For the 
wonder of the story is the way in which the spiritual 
was revealed to men who were exclusively searching 
for the material; and how, in the last analysis of vis- 
ible matter, scientists found nothing but the invisible 
force of an omnipotent will. 

For the history of science in modern times shows 
us that the miracle has now occurred; and that science 
has recovered itself through the staggering revelation 
that has burst upon it that all matter is but the ex- 
pression of an inscrutable “force” in action. 

This, for the advanced scientist, at once transformed 
the visible into the invisible; the maaterial world en- 
tirely disappeared in the concept of almighty force, 

‘which in Christian phraseology is none other than the 
God in whom “we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing.” 
To What Our Advance in Science Is Due 


It may be well if I point out, first of all, that the 
great advances of science today are due, not so much 
to any increase in mental acumen or grasp or to the 
work of any special scientific genius or intellectual 
giant, as to our wonderful modern instruments, amd to 
modes of research, which were utterly unknown a 
century ago, or indeed as regards some of them, half 
a century ago. I refer more especially to the develop- 
ment of spectroseopy, the ultramicroscope, the lique- 
faction of air and other gases, the discovery of radium, 
and the amazing advances in chemistry and electricity. 
It is due to electricity alone that we can for the first 
time absolutely see the molecule; and thus arrive at 
the most modern hypothesis of matter, which is, as we 
shall see, the knell of the “material” and the final 
triumph of the “spiritual.” It is not, however, for a 
moment to be supposed that this was the aim or ob- 
ject before modern scientists. They had no axes to 
grind, no preconceived theories to convert into facts 
(their researches indubitably were entirely and solely 
on behalf of truth; and nc. 2 can question the purity 
and loftiness of their motives, nor doubt, as I have 
said, that the result at which they have now arrived 
was neither welcomed nor expected). ‘ 

Biologists and scientists indeed had sought indefatig- 
ably to eliminate “spirit” from the scientific world. 
Dualists or philosophers who believed in matter and 
mind as two distinct entities were until recently all 
regarded as back numbers,-and indeed obstacles to 
scientific progress. I well remember at Harley Street 
how the many desperate efforts of Haeckel and his 
numerous followers on behalf of Monism — the ospel 
of material unity and the denial of mind and spirit — 
seemed at one time all but crowned with success; all 
mental and vital phenomena being merely mechanical 
action and chemical explosions of matter. 

But what surprises science had in store for these 
Monists! Even before we lost Huxley, that great 
materialist had alarmed his friends by his utterances 
in his last Romanes lecture regarding the soul as an 
entity with laws of its own; and soon after the Dual- 
ists could lift up their heads, again, for here and 
there among scientists the words “vital force’ were 
heard ‘once more. 

Had science stopped here, and the position of mind 
and matter as distinct entities been absolutely estab- 
lished, Monism would have perished and: been buried 
among the many errors of the past, without even a 
tombstone to perpetuate its dishonored memory. But 
science still progressed by the aid of its ern in- 
struments of precision, especially by advances in elec- 





The pathway of science during the past genera- 
tion has been a thrilling story climaxing in re- 
ligion! 

Dr. Schofield, well known for many years as a 
Harley Street specialist in London, is a Vice- 
President of the Philosophical Society of Great 
Britain, or Victoria Institute. He recently read a 
notable paper before this Society on “Religion 
and Science,” and this fascinating monograph is 
given, exclusively in America, in this paper in The 
Sunday School Times, of which the second install- 
ment will appear in next week’s issue. 


Dr. Schofield shows how, fifty years ago, science 
insisted that things which are seen are made of 
things which do appear; while now science, even 
if unwillingly, is declaring that “things which are 
seen were not made of things which do appear.” 

Yet science today is as strong in denying the 
fundamentals of Christianity as in asserting the 
creative power of God. In next week’s issue Dr. 
Schofield will show why “the faith in a Saviour 
from sin, with its creed of the virgin birth, atoning 
death, and physical resurrection, touches science 
at no single point,” and that there is a great gulf 
between mere science and theism on the one 
hand, and the glories of the Gospel and the 
Christian faith on the other. 








tricity and by the revelation of the disintegration of 
the atom in radio-activity, to discoveries of a truly 
momentous character. 

Scientists are apt to speak of “discoveries” as if of 
established and demonstrated truths, but surely 
“hypotheses” would be a more suitable word; seeing 
that practically most of what they so name is a matter 
of theory and surmise and imagination rather than of 
fact; for here, scornful though science may be of im- 
agination and faith, it has to trust to both, in its 
modern path, to a truly surprising extent. 

Ether, for instance, is generally spoken of as a 
proved fact, although the fiercest disputes still rage 
as to its nature, or even as to its existence. The con- 
cepts with regard to it (for-there are no precepts) 
range from that of an inert gas one million times 
lighter than hydrogen (Mendelyeev) to that of a sub- 
stance 480 times denser than platinum (Professor 
Reynolds), or millions of times denser than iron, so 
dense indeed that all matter compared to it is like 
an imperceptible mist (Sir Oliver Lodge). This ether, 
he points out, vibrates more times in a second in the 
smaller waves of light than there are letters in all 
the books in. the British Museum Library! This re- 
quires an elasticity and density so amazing that the 
material world is as gossamer compared to it. When 
we are further told that this purely imaginary sub- 
stance possesses energy in every cubic millimeter equal 
to a million horsepower, we do not feel so much in- 
clined to contradict such a statement, as to wonder 
how the information was obtained... . 


As Matter Dissolves Into Fiction 


It must be remembered these hypotheses (not facts) 
belong to the ether school of which Sir Oliver Lodge 
is the leader, and other schools of scientists deny 
much of the above in toto with authority as great, if 
not greater than Sir Oliver: so that of ether at any 
rate all is as yet hypothetical. F 

But while the immaterial ether is coming to be re- 
garded as a fact, matter is dissolving into a fiction. 
So that as ether, which no one has ever seen or per- 
ceived nor apparently could see, has become real, mat- 
ter which constitutes all that we either see or per- 
ceive becomes a mere idea, having no existence apart 
from the thinking mind, consisting either of spaces 
in the ether, or of invisible movements and strains of 
force in it. ; 

The result, as scientists do not hesitate to affirm, 





Dr. Schofield has written another remarkable 
study, published by The Sunday School Times 
Company, entitled “New Light on the Crucifix- 
ion.” He brings out a hidden but unmistakably | 
intended design in the surprising differences 
(not contradictions) in the four Gospel narra- 
tives of the crucifixion, which is fresh and im- 
pressive evidence of the supernatural ifspiration 
of the very words of Scripture, while mag- 
nifying the wonders of the Substitutionary 
Atonement. It is published as a handsome book- 
let at 35 cents a copy, postage 3 cents. 
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is that when these ethereal ripples or motions cease, as 


they must do eventually, the universe will vanish as 


a dream, and 
Leave not a wrack behind. 


“Matter,” says Alfred Russel Wallace, “is force and 
nothing but force; force is will and nothing but will, 
and that the will of one Supreme Intelligence.” 

Professor Tyndall said long ago: “We know no 
more of the origin of force than of the origin of 
matter; where matter is, there force is; for we only 
know matter through its force.” 

_ From the doctrine of the conservation and dissipa- 
tion of energy, it is deducible that the duration of the 
earth as a living planet must be strictly limited in 
time. It must have had a beginning, and at the be- 
ginning was furnished (by some one) with a store 
of energy which it has been losing ever since; and 
when the store is exhausted, the bankrupt earth will 
be numbered among the dead planets. 

_ Seeing that all that is visible is resolved into the 
invisible, as is now scientifically believed, and is said 
to consist in its ultimate basis of nothing but centers 
of elastic strain in a purely hypothetical ether; and 
when, moreover, this is seen to be nothing but kinetic 
force, which is not an entity at all, has no existence in 
itself, and is but the expression of will, we have in- 
dubitably reached a new Monism. 

This time, however, instead of its denying the ex- 
istence of mind and expressing all in the terms of mat- 
ter, and so degrading the whole concept of man and 
the universe as was done not so long since by dis- 
tinguished scientists, Monism now affirms there is 
nothing but what is of the nature of spirit as opposed 
to our concept of visible matter. It is the material 
that has disappeared, the revolution effected is com- 
plete, and the new Monism holds the field. Those 
Dualists who fought for the double entities of matter 
and spirit have achieved a victory they never dreamed 
of in the new Monism, wherein this time the things 
that are seen are proved to be temporal, and only the 
unseen and its expression in the universe remains, 
Fifty years ago science declared, in opposition to He- 
brews 11:3, that things which are seen are made of 
things which do appear; it now asserts the opposite, 
and declares the truth of Holy Writ, that “things 


which are seen were net made of things which do 
appear.” 


Led By a Way They Knew Not 


It is not too much to say that this aspect of Monism 
was wholly unexpected; and that, in arriving at this 
point, scientists were led by “a way that they knew 


In simple honesty they pursued their researches; and 
the reason why the results were so often contradictory 
and sometimes appeared absurd was because of the 
absolute truthfulness of their scientific reports. The 
ignorance of Science has also become greater than it 
ever was, simply because of its advance in knowledge; 
for the fact remains that every fresh truth discov- 


‘ered raises more questions than it solves, and after all 


it is only the wise who know how ignorant they are. 
In face of this it is well that the present attitude of 
scientists is so markedly humble and unassuming. 

Let me here recapitulate. 

The scientist, in finding that mind and spirit could 
not be eliminated from the organic, turned with relief 
to the material inorganic world, in the illusion that he 
was exchanging what was doubtful and inscrutable and 
invisible for that,which was certain, intelligible, and 
visible, J 

But how cont,...c the disillusion, when first ether 
and then electrons appeared; when at one cruel blow 
the solid atom which had so long posed as the corner 
stone of the scientists’ physics was shattered by the 
explosions of radium; and all his material elements 
Gatusty melted away, leaving him nothing but a 

omething which he called “force,” for want of a 
better word. But is force a creation of religion or 
science, or is it not the real reunion of the two; and 
are we not at length within sight of reaching ultimate 
truth in the long suspected unity of all? 

Is not force itself, not so much an entity as the 
expression of the will of the Creator, setting indeed 
the emphatic seal of science on the apostle’s wonderful 
address-to the Greek philosophers on Mars Hill, “For 
in him we live, and move, and have our being’? 

There is no doubt that such a conclusion was any- 
thing but palatable to many scientists. Many a kick 
and many a struggle were made by the more conserva- 
tive, to avoid being drawn over the edge of the fall 
—the stupendous fall—of human pride, in the reve- 
lation of One greater than themselves. They felt they 
were already in the rapids ahove their Niagara; the 
tried to grip the solid shore of the material, but. it 


' 


oe Pe ee 








788 * 


crumbled beneath their fingers; and they were swept 
over — not to destruction as they fancied, but into the 
presence of the great origin and unity of all — God 
Almighty ! 

Such is the present position of science, and it is 
one that is endorsed in ditierent ways by the highest 
authorities. 

And now we can see why this monograph is written 
today. It is simply because in his studies the writer 
was irresistibly impressed by the new Monism, Him- 
self a Dualist so long as Monism meant the material 
only, he has joyfully become a Monist at last, now 
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7} Monism means that spirit and mind are practically 
a 

Dr. R. C. Macfie emphatically says: “Nothing more 
spiritual than matter can conceived. Matter is 
really energy and nothing more than energy — the 
energy sureiy of the Spirit in whom “we live, and 
move, and have our being.” More remarkable still, 
in his latest book, “Ether and Reality” (1925), Sir 
Oliver Lodge’s last word is ‘God’; for in his final 
analysis he can find no ether word for ether than that 
it is the very garment of God. 


(To be concluded) 








And the blessing that came as I mingled 
with ‘‘ queer’’ people 








When I Went to America’s Keswick 


By J. Frederick Goforth | 








Have you ever prayed that some friend or loved one might get to a Victorious Life Conference, and there come 


into the life that is Christ 2 


This testimony of the son of Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Goforth will encourage you to 


hold on in prayer until the answer comes. Mrs. Goforth’s book, ‘‘ How I Know God Answers Prayer’’ (The 
Sunday School Times Company, $1.25, postage 10 cents), tells of earlier faith-strengthening answers to prayer 
that have come to this missionary of the Cross in China. 


a written testimony of what the Lord did for me 

at a Victorious Life Conference at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J., this past summer. In 
order that I may take advantage of this privilege, it 
will be necessary for me to state my experience in 
terms of what the Lord is doing for me—now, for 
the blessing that is found at Keswick, and at similar 
gatherings, is not of mere passing inspiration, it is 
something that remains and grows. 

The strange part of it is, 1 did not want to go to 
Keswick. That statement will give some clue, per- 
haps, to the condition of my spiritual life prior .to 
my attending the conference. Every Christian, it 
seems to me, should desire to go to a place like Kes- 
wick. The opportunity may be denied, as in so many 
cases it is. But, at. least, the spirit should be willing. 
Mine was not. Let me not spare myself. 

I can imagine that no one from his youth up has 
had a better chance to live a victorious life in Christ 
than I. Having a consecrated mother and father whose 
all for nearly half a century has been dedicated to 
the Mastér’s service —could anyone ask for a greater 
incentive, or a more impelling challenge? And yet I 
was weak. I dared not face my duty. 

Little wonder then, that when I came to Canada 
to begin my preparation for the ministry, it was not 
long before many of my home ideals were either 
strained or lost entirely. You see, I had no vision. I 
had no sense of Christ’s power in my life. The world, 
with all its pleasures and attractions, caught me hope- 
lessly unprepared. Hali-heartedly I tried to resist — 
but, of course, it was a losing battle. 

You can imagine, perhaps, how my parents must 
have felt to see me gradually drifting from my moor- 
ings. They had already put two boys through college, 
with the hope that they would enter the ministry, only 
to suffer the disappointment of seeing them pass into 
other walks of life. And here was I, the youngest of 
the family, the last hope, going exactly the same way. 

Shortly before going to Keswick, things came to 
more or less of a crisis in my life. I was on a mis- 
sion field near Montreal, leading, to my shame be it 
said, a “Dr, Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” kind of life. On 
Sunday, I was, to all appearances, the sincere Chris- 
tian young man, while during the week I went my 
own selfish, worldly way, with no thought as to the 
higher aspects of my calling. The only thing that 
saved me, as far as I can see, was that, in my heart 
of hearts, I detested my own hypocrisy and longed for 
something higher and better. Yet at that time I had 
only my own strength to rely upon; and that never is 
sufficient — is it? : 

Then there came a letter from mother, suggesting 
that I go to Keswick, and enclosing fifty dollars with 
which to pay my expenses. As I have already said, 
I didn’t want to go. I thought to myself, “I know 
what kind of people go there—cranks and fanatics. 
They will be sure to find me out, and then they will 
treat me like an outcast.” However, I went. Some- 
thing made me go. And I want to say that if there 
was ever a more gloriously disillusioned person, then 
IF would like to make his acquaintance. Among that 
large body of men and women, I looked in vain for 
one, who in any sense could be called a “queer” per- 
son. What I did find there, and it filled my heart with 
a great longing that I might be numbered among them, 
was simply — people living Christ. 

The first evening after my arrival the speaker used 
that text, “Have I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip?” (John 14:9.) Be- 
lieve me, that was my meeting! I didn’t hear much of 
the sermon. It was the text-that riveted my atten- 
tion. I began to feel that Someone was speaking to 
me. In fact, I could hear, almost as plainly as at 
this moment I can hear the sound of the wind rustling 
through the leaves outside my window, a “still: small 


Tew opportunity has been presented to me to give 


le 


voice” saying, “Have I been so long time with you, 
and yet hast thou not known me?” 

Far into that night and throughout the meetings of 
the following day, those words kept coming back to 
me. And gradually, under their compelling influence, 
my whole life in all its hypocrisy and selfishness and 
worthlessness was laid bare before me, and I knew 
that the crisis of my life had come. Somehow I felt 
that if I did not yield to‘ Christ that very day, the 
chance might never be given to me again, 

That evening after the prayer group, a young man 
who had been kneeling next to me, seeming to sense 
my trouble, invited me to walk with him around the 
lake. I thankfully complied. We must have walked 
for several hours, while my companion in his quiet 
earnest way told me about the Victorious Life. 

The very fact of our staying out there so long shows 
you how stubborn I was. And indeed it was a battle 
royal. With uncanny persistence the Devil made me 
think of one thing after another that I would have 
to give up if I surrendered to Christ. Every now and 
then he would whisper to me, “You're tired now. You 
had better leave this matter over until tomorrow.” 

I shudder, even now, when I think of how near I 
came to giving in! But all the while there was that 
still small voice, pleading, pleading, “Follow me.” I 
wavered. I tried to find a way out. But I had fooled 
myself long enough. I had reached the point where 
I could fool neither myself nor God. I saw clearly 
that Christ demanded my soul, my life, my all, and 
that he would accept nothing less. 

Then it was that all those things that I had thought 
I could never give up appeared to me in their true 
color, and I realized how ridiculous it was to hesitate 
in my choice between them and the Saviour of man- 
kind. And that was all. By definitely choosing Him, 
I simply crossed over into the Promised Land. 

I cannot describe to you, in any adequate way, what 
a wenderful, hallowed place Keswick was to me, for 
the rest of the conference. Looking back on it now, 
from my place here in the midst of worldly things, I 
feel somehow that it must have been a little bit of 
Heaven that I tasted there. What a wonderful priv- 
ilege it was to mingle in fellowship with those “queer” 
people, — “queer,” simply because they had had the 
courage to follow the cross instead of the crowd. 

On the last day of the conference, the verse for 
the day was, “He will keep the feet of his saints.” 
For a time I found it hard to embrace, as it were, 
that wonderful promise. The trouble was, I couldn't 
imagine myself as a saint. But as.the day wore on, 
I began to feel that, saint or no saint, that promise 
was for me. And so I kept saying over and over to 
myself, “He will keep my feet ... He will keep my 
feet...” And when I went back to my mission field, 
and began the fight once more on the very ground 
where I had failed before, it was that faith that I took 
ha me. “He will keep my feet.” And he has kept 
them. 

But is this experience, that I have tried to describe 
to you, simply a giving-up process? Is it merely 
negative in its extent? By no means. I can imagine 
no more positive experience, in this life atleast, than 
that which is found in the surrendering of oneself, 
that Christ may come in. In taking my stand with 
Christ, I feel that I have taken my stand with all that 
is noble and true and good. I feel that I am treading 
the “high way” about which John Oxenham speaks. 
The call of Christ is to me the call to service, the call 
to victory, the call to all that is worth while. No half- 
measures now. Just as my whole life is all that will 
satisfy him, so the whole life of Christ is alf that 
will satisfy me. 

And then — the epilogue. Some one remarked' to me 
the other day, in reference to my experience at Keswick, 
‘J have always believed that, semehew or. other, a 
mother’s prayers are answered.” © Whatever truth ‘there 
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may be in that tender evidence of Christian faith, for 
my.-own part at least, [ cannot help but feel that it 
was the unceasing prayers of my beloved mother .and 
father that, at last, brought me to Christ. 

I have on my desk, at the moment of writing, a let- 
ter from my mother. It is dated August 23rd, the very 
day that I left for Keswick. This is, in part, what she 
says: 

“I have prayed so much for you, especially that first 
year I was home; and one day when I was in great 
distress about you (it was indeed in the early morn- 
ing), God seemed to speak so distinctly to me, and 
said, ‘Leave him with me.’ From that time I felt a 
sense of assurance that God was at the helm of your 
life and all would be well. More and more, as the 
months and years have passed since then, I have seen 
you developing into just what my heart hoped and 
prayed for. In one thing only have you not yet come 
to see (as I believe you will yet see), that to be tHe 
best example for others in your capacity as teacher 
and leader, it is of paramount importance to cut off 
irom one’s life all those things that are typical of this 
world,” 

Is there anything more wonderful, in our human 
relationships, than a mother’s faith in her boy? And 
when that faith has found its completion! 


Toronto, CAN. 
ye 


Teaching Missions With Common 
Groceries 
By Thomas D. Millichap 


UNIQUE missionary service ‘was conducted re- 

cently in the Sunday-school of Bethel Primitive 
Methodist Church, Shenandoah, Pa., by the’ minister, 
the Rev. Wesley Boyd, M.A., D.D. 

The entire service was given over to the presenta- 
tion of the missionary problem, and, from the opening 
note to the closing, was arranged with the object in 
view of emphasizing the missionary claims. 

The opening hymn was “Joy to the world.” Re- 
sponsive Scriptures, so arranged that the various de- 
partments took part in turn, followed. Then came 
the hymn, “Now be the Gospel banner in every. land 
unfurl’d.” This was followed by a beautiful: litany, 
written by Dr. Boyd, beginning with the petition, “O 
God our Father, who hast made of. one blood all the 
nations of the earth.” “Have mercy upon us,” was the 
soft response, like the whispering of a surmmer breeze 
in the treetops; and so on to the end of the: litany, 
each petition having a direct bearing upon’ the subject 
of the afternoon. The impression as the litany con- 
cluded and the school joined in’ singing the Lord’s 
Prayer to the tune of “Home, sweet home” was won- 
derful. 

Following a plan adopted by Mr. I. H. Mack of the 
Hall-Mack Company, in conducting the praise serv- 
ices at conventions, there was a five-minute praise 
service. The verses of many well-known “action” 
hymns were sung, as “Christ shall be King,” “Go and 
tell,’ “Gospel bells,’ “When you know Him,” “O 
Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling,” “Some one has 
need of kindness,” “Send the Gospel,” “Lift up the 
Gospel banner,” and the like. These are all found 
in the Sunday-school hymnal “Jubilate,” issued by the 
Hall-Mack Company, 

This part of the service, to be well carried through, 
requirL. perfect co-operation between leader and pian- 
ist, and, of course, a thorough knowledge of the hymns 
on the part of the school. Any missionary hymns will 
do. The first verse and the chorus were generally 
sung, though in some cases the chorus only was used. 

The screens, which up to this time concealed the 
platform from view, were removed, and the platform 
was seen to represent a grocery store, with counter 
and shelves laden with goods. Tea and coffee, loose 
and in packages, rice, spices, cocoa, chocolate, canned 
salmon, codfish, sardines, and ginger were among the 
contents of the shop. A large map, borrowed from 
the high school, was displayed on the wall behind the 
improvised counter. The groceries were loaned by 
Mr. Joseph Hall, a member of the church, and one 
of the most enterprising of the town’s merchants. 

Dr. Boyd, in beginning his address, explained the 
purpose of the service. Then taking up a package of 
tea, he asked if the pupils of the Junior Department 
could tell in what countries it was grown. China, 
Japan, Ceylon, and India were some of the answers 
given. He then had a boy from this department come 
to the map and locate the countries mentioned. He 
announced the specific districts in which tea was grown, 
and had the pupil locate these districts. Then followed 
a brief description of the country, its people, their 
manner of living, and religion. This was the pro- 
cedure in each case, the school passing rapidly from 
India to China, to Africa, Arabia, South America, 
Newfoundland, and Alaska. 

After each country was visited, the school arose 
and.sang “We've a story to tell to the nations.” 

The application followed as to “the story,” — how 
it should be told, by whom, the need of the people, and 
our part in making thé telling of the story. possible. 
A brief account of the/ work already accomplished by 
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Lesson for January “9 
Luke 6 : 27-38 


the missionary societies, through preaching and teach- 
ing, was given. 

Another brief service of praise, similar to the one 
already mentioned, followed. The hymns were: 
“From -Greenland’s icy mountains,” “Rescue the per- 
ishing,” “Throw out the lifeline,’ “Qne more day’s 
work for Jesus,” “What shall the harvest be?” and 
“Bringing: in -the sheaves.” 2 J 

The entire service ran about one hour and fifteen 
minutes. - There was 4 4 f sin dull moment from 
start to finish. It wag ittedly the most impressive 
as well as the most inStruCtive' missionary service ever 


held in the church, It called for a great deal of ex-. 


tra labor on the part of the minister, but this he did 
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not begrudge, and, as he himself says, “The intelligent 
understanding the young people have of the countries 
to which the missionaries are sent, the goods they ex- 
port to us, their needs, and, above all else, the gener- 


ous response this knowledge calls forth, more than 


compensates for the extra labor in preparing service 
and address.” 


- It is not an. exaggeration to say..that the young 


people and older ones, too, after a Sunday afternoon 

spent in this fashion, will hardly ever use. coffee, tea; 

or any one of the score of household necessities that 

come from far-off lands without giving a thought to 

the people who help prepare them for us. 
SHENANDOAH, Pa. 
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Giving the message of Calvary in a stronghold 
of’sin and death 


From Hospital-Boat to Robbers’ Den 


— = 


By Oswald J. Smith 














Last week the pastor of the Alliance Tabernacle in Toronto told how the Rev. R. A. Jaffray, of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, was captured by bandits while on a missionary journey by hospital ship fronah China. 
This week the thrilling story is concluded with the account of the opportunity that came for preaching the Gospel 


in the robbers’ den, and M: 


r. Jaffray’s miraculous deliverance. Mrs. F. Howard Taylor’s book, ‘‘ With P’u 


and His Brigands’’ (The Sunday School Times Company, 85 cents, postage 7 cents) is a gripping story of 
bandit life in China. 


FTER a while they came to a place where the 
trail wound along the edge of a ravine so deep, 
so-black and steep, that even the robbers took 

special precautions. Each provided himself with a 
bamboo stick with which to guide his footsteps, and 
the prisoners were likewise given a stick. It was now 
quite dark. 

At last one of the prisoners could go no farther, and 
with scarcely a thought ef the consequences he de- 
liberately lay down on the cold, damp ground to rest 
or die. But strange to say, his guards waited for him. 
Perhaps they, too, were glad of an excuse to rest. 

Robert Jaffray knew what it meant to have blistered 
feet. That was the common experience of every itin- 
erant missionary. He had toured the villages again 
and again in his work and practically always returned 
with his feet swollen and sore. But, wonderful to 
relate, on this journey he did not have a single blister. 
His feet were never sore. How to account for it he 
did not know except that God had mysteriously under- 
taken on his behalf. 

It was early morning when they reached the top 
of the mountain. There was a quick decline down 
which they tramped. Suddenly they turned a cor- 
ner, and almost before they knew it, ran right into 
the robbers’ den, E 

“Well, here’s a robbers’ den for sure!” exclaimed 
Robert Jaffray as he stepped inside. : 

And well might he exclaim as he glanced with horror 
around him. On the dirty, mud floor lay both men 
and women, sprawling everywhere. Hard were their 
faces, cruel their eyes. Sin was written all over their 
coarse features; they were criminals by choice. Crime 
was their chief ocgupation. But there were girls there 
also, girls from thirteen to sixteen years of age. They 
had been kidnaped and: carried away to share the lot 
of their captors. The missionary shuddered as he 
watehed them. . : 

Of course there was no furniture of any kind what- 
ever, no beds, no springs, and no mattresses. Nothing 
but the hard, cold earth and some filthy straw. It 
was impossible to sleep. Oh, yes, they were weary, 
weary beyond words to express, but it seemed utterly 
impossible to relax in such an environment. Never 
had they witnessed anything kke it before, no, not 
in all China. To Robert Jaffray it seemed utterly in- 
conceivable that human beings could become so un- 
speakably vile, so shamelessly wicked. They were 
lower than the lowest brute. Words fail to express 
the actual conditions. For there were things that 
went on openly, publicly, that can never be written, 
revolting in the extreme. 

“If the grace of God can reach and save these men,” 
thought Mr. Jaffray, “there is nothing impossible.” _ 

“And yet,” he continued more to himself than to. his 
three fellow prisoners as he stood waiting for the 
next move, “these men and women have souls. Christ 
died for fhem, too.” 3 B 

Presently they were appointed to a place in the cor- 
ner, and although they were not tied, yet they never 
moved, not even to get a drink of water, day or night, 
without asking permission. 

“We're not their prisoners,” said Robert Jaffray to 
his companions, “we are the prisoners of Jesus Christ.” 

There and then he resolved once more to be a good 
prisoner, to cause no trouble, make no attempt to 
escape, but quietly await God’s time. And as a re- 
sult they were granted many liberties that would cer- 
tainly have been denied them had they not won the 
confidence of their guards. 

Mr. Jaffray lost no opportunity of presenting the 
Gospel, and day after day, robbers came to him, re- 
questing that he preach to them. How well did he 
recall the time when he asked God to send him to 
“the regions beyond’! And now he was right in the 





midst of men and women who had never before heard 
the name of Jesus. Never had he seen such hard 
faces, such low, depraved ‘living. There was no sense 
of shame or guilt so far as he could tell. As a re- 
sult of diligent work on language study he was able 
to converse freely with them in their own tongue, 
This was his chance to prove the power of the Gospel. 
And so, as the responsibility that was_his pressed in 
upon him, he began to cry mightily to God. 

“What message will I give?” he prayed. “This is 
their only chance. Never before have they heard, and 
perhaps never again will they be given an opportunity, 
What then will I tell them? Oh, God, direct me.” 

_What could he say? Would he describe Western 
civilization? Or speak of political conditions in 
China? Ah, no! There was only one story, one 
message for such an hour, and he gave it. 

It was the story of Calvary. It was the message 
of God’s love and Christ’s death for them; the power 
of the Gospel to save them from their'sins. And as 
he spoke he saw-that they were moved. Hardened 
though they were, they could not hide their emotion, 
Abruptly they would leave him, but in a few moments 
return. They could not but be drawn by such an ap- 
peal, Never had they heard such a message. To them 
at was a new story, never told before. 

And not only the men themselves, but the chief 
also. He, too, was interested. Often did the mis- 
sionary have opportunity to talk to him and to answer 
his questions. He was only a young man, thirty-five, 
or thereabouts, but he was clever and keen to a de- 
gree. The missionary always addressed him in the 
most polite Chinese, and he answered in the same vo- 
cabulary. He had no education, could neither read 
nor write, but he could speak when he wished to with 
culture and refinement. He used the language of a 
scholar when addressing the missionary. No Chinese 
gentleman had a more beautiful flow of language, 

A few days passed and again the robber chief ap- 
proached him. ; : 

“Mr. Jaffray, will you preach for us tonight?” he 
asked. “I will gather together the whole camp if 
you will.” 

“Why, certainly,” answered Robert Jaffray, “I shall 
be only too glad to.” 

And so the chief rounded them up, old and young, 
men and women. Many were away robbing boats and 
plundering villages, but there were at least 150 left, 
and these, including the women and girls, were all 
gathered in a group around the missionary. It was a 
strange spectacle. There on one side a group of girls, 
the youngest thirteen, the eldest about sixteen. Older 
wome, wives of the robbers perhaps, were crouched 
on the outskirts. And as the dim lights from dirty 
lanterns, hung here and there, illuminated the audience, 
Robert Jaffray surveyed his ungodly congregation, told 
his fellow missionaries to pray for him, and began. 

He knew of course that he must be as wise as a 
serpent in order to win their confidence, so he first 
of all spoke of his own predicament. 

“I suppose,” he began, “that you think we mission- 
aries consider this a great misfortune. But I want 
to tell you that we don’t. We look upon our imprison- 
ment as a unique opportunity. We believe God sent 
us here to tell you the Good News of salvation, for 
you would probably never have heard it otherwise. 
And so we heartily thank God that we are here. 

“And now first of all, I want to warn you about 
something, and I say this for your own good. Many 
of you are dressed in our clothes. You have otr for- 
eign milk fins around your necks, and our foreign 
straw hats on your heads. Now, you know as well as 
I do, that it would be easy to get lost and separated 
from your brethren in these mountains. You might 
miss the trail some dark night. And if the soldiers 
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were to find you and see just one of these foreign 
articles on your person, you know that they would at 
once identify you as the robbers who kidnapped the 
missionaries, and you would immediately be executed. 
Of course you are welcome to our things. But I feel 
that I ought to warn you of your great danger. Don’t 
ever think that we are going to tell the officers where 
you are, and thus try to get. you into trouble. We do 
not wish your destruction, but the salvation of your 
souls, But what I say is true. Am I not right, Chief?” 

“Yes,” at once replied the chief, who had been stand- 
ing quietly on one side. 

“Then you enforce it for the safety of your men,” 
urged the missionary. 

Mr. Jaffray could see the heads of the robbers nod- 
ding in assent all'over the room. Now he had their 
interest. They saw that he was in earnest and that what 
he had said was only for their own good, and conse- 
quently they were all attention. 

Then in half an hour he told them how to find 
Christ, how their souls might be saved, that Jesus was 
the one and only Saviour. And thus he held up the 
Son of God, the Christ of Calvary. And again they 
were mightily moved. The Holy Ghost was at work, 
and the Day will declare the results. Mr. Jaffray 
firmly believes that he will yet meet some of that rob- 
ber band, saved by the precious blood. 

Suddenly, one night, the chief came to the mission- 
ary at midnight, with a paper in his hand which he 
demanded that he sign. It was an agreement to fur- 
nish $200,000 in cash and $100,000 in rifles and ammuni- 
tion for their ransom. 

“But I can’t guarantee this,” objected Mr. Jaffray, 
“T'll sign, and I’ll do what I can.” 

“ae” it then, and do your best,” commanded th 
chief. 

Next morning he and one other, Dr. Miller, were 
released. The other two, Mr. Carne and Mr. Ray, 
were to be held until the ransom money was paid. 

“Now, Chief,” he said, when he was ready to leave. 
“I haven’t a cent. And you wouldn’t risk your life 
— money. Are you going to send me away like 

is? 

For answer the chief growled at him, growled like 
a wild animal. His eyes fairly glared as he faced the 
missionary, but Robert Jaffray never flinched. It was 
that fiercéness that held his men under him. Many 
of them were far more powerful, and could have over- 
come him easily, but they were all cowed by the glare 
of his eyes. And when he growled they trembled like 
a leaf. His eyes at such moments had the glare of 
a wild animal. 

“I give every prisoner $1.20 when released,” he said. 
“Here is $2.40 for the two of you.” And he dropped 
some coins into the missionary’s hand. 

Robert Jaffray glanced quickly at the coins as they 
lay in his hand. He saw that he had only $2.20. The 
chief had evidently made a mistake. 

“You have only given me $2.20,” he said. “Surely 
you will give me the full amount.” 

For answer the chief growled again, this time more 
fiercely than before, and suddenly grabbed twenty 
cents from the outstretched hand of the missionary, 
leaving him only $2. 

“Oh, now, Chief,” exclaimed Mr. Jaffray, “you are 
a man of your word, and you said that you give each 
prisoner $1.20. Are you not going to give me the 
full amount?” 

Quickly the chief took two twenty-cent pieces from 
his pocket and handing them to his prisoner, walked 
away. Grass sandals were then provided, and a mo- 
ment later Robert Jaffray and his companion had taken 
their last look at the robber den, said good-by to the 
—— and the perilous journey down the mountain 

gan. 

It was a terrible ordeal. At some places to walk 
was impossible. They rolled down the most slippery 
places, and tumbled down others. Ice could not be 
more slippery. Their feet went from under them 
again and again, their robber escort faring no better. 
But at last they reached the river, where the robbers 
quickly commandeered a row boat and forced its owner 
to row the two men down, while they stood on the 
bank watching. 

“Remember,” they cautioned, “we will see you al- 
ways. 

“Don’t forget what I have told you about Jesus 
Christ,” called Robert Jaffray from the boat. 

“Don’t forget the ransom,” responded the robbers 
in return. 

At last they reached Wuchow and weré soon in the 
arms of loved ones, free from the robbers’ den, safe 
from the pursuit of lawless men. And oh, what joy 
filled their hearts! How good it was to be home once 
more, . 

The ransom _was raised by the Chinese officials of © 
the district. Not the one demanded, but a very. small 
amount, and after negotiating for six long weeks the 
last of the four, Mr. Carne, who had been brutally 
treated and was sick almost unto death, was released. 
The other had escaped. 

How wonderfully God had answered prayer! Cables 
had been sent to America, and reports published in the 
newspapers everywhere. And of course thousands 
were praying, so that to God alone belongs all the 
glory for their release. Hallelujah! 

Toronto, CAN. 
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RITING on “Palestine the Attainable,” in the 
Wre« Palestine, its editor, Louis Lipsky, sends 

forth an urgent appeal in behalf of the Zion- 
ist Urganization of America “for the interest in and 
generat support of the building of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home.” He backs this appeal by reciting the 
record of achievements made in Palestine since the 
issuance of the Balfour Declaration in 1917. 


Political Order Realized 


R. LIPSKY writes of the great changes: “A 
land that was dormant and unclaimed has been 
awakened to new life. A people broken by the World 
\var has been given the unprecedented opportunity of 
beginning, in the ancient land, the difficult recovery 
of its economic, cultural, and national status. 
“While Jewish life in Europe has disintegrated and 
crumbled, in Palestine a’ new, vigorous, varied, au- 
thentic Jewish life is being created. Within a period 
of less than nine years, with the meager support of 
only a fraction of the Jewish people, the foundations 
of a permanent home have been laid in Palestine. 
“The Balfour Declaration has become the fundamental 
law, of the land. Under the Mandate, law and order 
have been established and are being maintained. In 
spite of inherent obstacles, the purpose of the Man- 
date is slowly being realized in stable forms of gov- 
ernment,” 


Returning Jews Settling on the Soil 


ROFESSOR FRANZ OPPENHEIMER, eco- 

nomic expert and Zionist of Vienna, said in a re- 
cent address, after his return from his third visit 
to Palestine: “Zionism stands or falls with the cause 
of agricultural colonization.” This must be the basis 
of any well grounded establishment of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home. At present, according to Dr. Arthur 
Ruppin, the greatest authority on economic Palestine, 
fifteen percent, at most, of the Jews in that land live 
from agriculture. Yet great progress, in view of the 
untoward conditions, has been made. Hear Mr. Lip- 
sky again: ’ 

“They who lacked knowledge of the rudiments of 
agricuiture have been the pioneers of modern agricul- 
tural methods in Palestine. The classical landless peo- 
ple of the world has acquired, in the course of a few 
years, land to the extent of 1,100,000 dunams (250, 
ooo acres), of which the great bulk is in rural areas. 
They have cleared swamps and built roads. They 
have introduced the habit of planting trees in a land 
in which incompetent government had placed a pre- 
mium upon the destruction of trees. They have intro- 
duced the wines and the oranges of Palestiné to Euro- 
pean markets. They have initiated the growing of 
tobacco, of citrus fruits, the melon and the banana. 
There are now over twenty-two thousand Jews seitled 
on the soil of Palestine as agricultural workers.” 

Mr. kRipsky must not claim too much. Dr. W. M. 
Thompson, years before the first Jewish colony had 
been planted, wrote of Mukhalid in the plain of 
Sharon, that it was “famous for watermelons beyond 
almost any village in Palestine, and vast quantities are 
taken by boat to Beirut. ... A thousand boatloads are 
— from these sand-fields every summer” ¢The 

and and the Book, I, 88). The Zionists are re-in- 
troducing some things and. introducing others for the 
first time, as in their agricultural experiment station 
at Athlit and elsewhere. f 

But in transplanting Jews to tive on the soil, they 
are finding one of .their sorest problems.. And one 
should not belittle their success. Still one may quote 
Meyer W. Weisgal, writing in the New Palestine: 
“The sooner we realize that in Palestine, as anywhere 
else, a strong, healthy agricultural population is a 
prerequisite to the creation of trade and industry and 
a Jewish majority, the more remote will be the repe- 
tition of a situation such as now distresses the coun- 
try.” 

% 


What Palestine Needs 


ILE the present unemployment and other trou- 

bles of the Jews in Palestine are purely natural, 
resulting in large part from the economic breakdown 
of Poland last year, whence the great bulk of imm!- 
gtation to Palestine comes, the Zionist forgetfulness 
of God must also be reckoned with. Is not God per- 
mitting these headstrone men and women to suffer to 
bring them to a sense of their need of him? Is he 
not warning them before the great tribulation over- 
takes them? The Jews need God. They need to re- 
pent of their rejection of Jesus their Messiah. Christ 


is dealing with them to lead them to consider their 
ways. 

But what Palestine needs, in the eyes of rich Jews 
and others, is money, capital, Sir Alfred Mond, 
wealthy Jewish financier of England, who is entering, 
with other rich Jews, on industrial ventures in Pales- 
tine, says: 

“If we get going electrification and irrigation proj- 
ects of Palestine started years back, all the unemploy- 
ment problems would be solved. We need commercial 
credit in Palestine. With a substantial amount, we 
could go ahead like a house afire. Tel Aviv was built 
without any funds subscribed through any agencies 
or organizations, The people of Tel Aviv built the 
town. What is needed now is a mortgage institution. 
Palestine is a country without hotels. I want to see 
a network of first-class hotels there, 2 tourist traffic 
all the time. They have done it in Morocco, and Pal- 
estine is more attractive to tourists than Moreeco, and 
it must be made even more so. The tourist traffic 
alone will be a great help in the building of the coun- 
try. What Palestine needs is more living capital.” 


New Industrial Foundations Laid 


R. LIPSKY speaks further, and with reserve, 
concerning the industrial development : 

“This people, unaccustomed te the building of a 
National Home, has transformed the conditions of 
life in Palestine. The first electrical plant in Pales- 
tine was established by Pinhas Rutenberg at Tel 
Aviv. There are now electrical plants also in Haifa 
and Tiberias. A huge cement factory has been es- 
tablished near Haifa. The first silk factery was 
opened in 1925, by Max Delphiner. The project for 
harnessing of the Jordan River, the concession for 
which was obtained from the Palestine Government 
by Mr.. Rutenberg, will soon give light and* power to 
the whole of Palestine. The mineral deposits of the 
Dead Sea have been investigated by a Jewish engineer, 
upon the basis of whose report a concession will soon 
be issued for the exploitation of its valuable chemical 
deposits. There are over twenty-one thousand Jews 
organized as a labor army, engaged in industrial pur- 
suits.” . 


Is Palestine Attainable ? 


N CONCLUDING his earnest appeal, Mr. Lipsky 

says! 

“Palestine is attainable. The honor of the Jewish 
people is involved. It rests with us either to protect 
the Jewish honor, and to make a future for the Jew- 
ish people in the ancient land ; or to betray our trust and 
responsibility, and let disintegrating influences and 
partisan clashes destroy the one great opportunity 
which has been given to this generation to realize the 
hopes and ideals of the Jewish people.” 


= 
Wealthy Jews Becoming Interested 


EWISH financiers of might are beginning to take 
note of the possibilities of Palestine as a field for 
investment of: capital. One or two of the Roths- 
child family have for years had a hand in the develop- 
ment of the Holy Land. Mr. Bernazd Baron had in- 
vested, some months ago, $500,000 in the Rutenberg 
Concession. Other ‘wealthy Jews of Britain are com- 








Over $15,500,000 of its proposed $25,000,000 “overseas chest” 
for the relief of distressed Jews. abroad has ah: idy been 
raised by the United Jewish Campaign Fund in this country. 

The officials of the treasury department of the: Palestine 
Foundation Fund arrived in: Jerusalem from England, and 
have taken up their duties at their new offices in the Pas- 
teur Institute. 


Ten Jewish agricultural settlements alrzady exist in Cen- 
tral Asia, as reported from Tashkent. The largest colony: 


consists. of fifty-four families, though established in 1924: 


with but four families, 


America: seems to have captured the moter car trade in 
Palestine, says the Palestine Weekly. It reports that, in 
1925, of the 805 cars sold in Palestine, 738, er nearly ninety 
percent, came from the United States. 

Nine hundred and ten Jewish immigrants arrived in Pal- 
estine during the month of August, and one thousand in 
September. The total Jewish immigration during the Jew- 
ish religious year ending September 8, 1926, was about 
twenty-two thorsand. 

The completion of the water supply at Herzlia, installed 
by the American Zion Commonwealth at a cost of about 
$12,000, was celebrated recently in the presence of the whole 
population of the settlement. The water tower, eighty-five 
feet high, is said to be the tallest in Palestine. 


ing into that great hydro-electric scheme, such as the 
Marquis of Reading, who is to become chairman of 
the board, Sir Alfred Mond, and Sir Hugo Hirst (rep- 
resenting the General Electric Company of England), 
Of this now strong combination in the Rutenberg Con- 
cession, the New Palestine says: “This tremendous 
enterprise, upon which the future of Palestine depends, 
will not longer continue to be a project but soon will 
become a tangible reality.” 


| 
The Possibility of a Silk Center 


R. MAX DELPHINER, founder of the Tel Aviv! 


; silk factory, the first mill of the kind in Pales-: 
tme, arrived in America recently. from Palestine, says 
the New Palestine. He plans to acquaint himself 
with modern American industrial methods, in order to 
establish a silk factory in America. He also desires 
to discover what products of his Tel Aviv silk mills: 
may find an American market. Mr. Delphiner, a wells - 
known industrialist and financier ef Austria, was, 
during the war; the general administrator for the eco- 
nomic welfare in the occupied territory of Roumania. 

Mr, Delphiner speaks highly of the possibilities of 
the silk industry in Palestine. Palestine imports silk 
to the value of about $650,000, Egypt imports $1,000,- 

ooo, Syria $1,500,000, and many millions more may 

added for the markets of Turkey and Persia. If 
properly developed, Palestine may be made the silk 
center for the entire Orient. Tel Aviv, he said, could 
become for Palestine. what Lyons is for France. Ap- 
proximately 600,000 workingmen are employed in the 
silk industries of Lyons at the present time. Yet. be- 
fore the development of the silk trade, Lyons was an 
insignificant city: The Oriental countries use a great 
deal of silk and the proximity of Palestine to these 
countries, thus reducing the expenses of transporta- 
tion and duty, will make it. an important rival to 

France. \Mr. Delphiner. is planning the establishment 
of silk plantations in Palestine for the culture: of the 
silk worm, f te 


MM 


An Important Non-Partisan Conference 


F MUCH importance for the development of: Pal- 
A/ estine was the non-partisan conference which met 
in London on October 11: Sir Herbert Samuel, for- 
mer High Commissioner of Palestine, was in the chair, 
Present also were prominent: Jews of various lands, 
as Deputy Leon Blum, leader of the Socialist party in 
France, Senator Della. Torre, director of the: Bank 
of Milan, Herr Jacob Wassermann, a director of the 
Deutscher Reichsbank, Judge Visser of the Supreme 
Court, Holland, Mr. Adler of the Bank of Rome, Dr. 
Ernest Kahn, financial editor of the Frankfurten Zeit- 
ung, with the Zionist leaders, Drs.. Weizmann, Ruppin, 
and Feiwel, reports the Jewish Tribune. Various 
firancial and economic subjects were debated, and it 
was agreed that national capital, coming in the form 
of collections ‘of the Palestine Foundation Fund 
(Keren Hayesod) and the Jewish National Fund, will 
be necessary for many years to come, in order that a 
sound foundation for the development of Palestine 
as the Jewish National Home may be laid. The in- 
vestment of this national capital will establish a basis 
for purely business enterprises in. Palestine. 

“Perhaps the most important decision of the Con- 
ference,” continues the Tribune, “was that the Pales- 
tine Government be asked by the World Zionist Organ- 
ization to. provide from its budget a long term loan 
of $1,000,000 annually for a certain period of years 
for the purpose of facilitating the agricultural . settle 
ment of Jews on the land. The plan as formulated by 
the Conference is to create a Palestine Agricultural 
Bank, which is to give secure credits to the settlers 
who are already established in the country. The 
Keren Hayesod and the Jewish National’ Fund,. which 
have considerable possessions in the country, are to be 
invited to invest an amount of not less than one million 
dollars in the bank. Private*bankers m various Euro- 
pean countries andein the United States wilt be asked 
te undertake the sale of the bonds of the Palestine 
Agricultural Bank, and the Palestine Government will 
be invited to exercise appropriate controt over the ad- 
ministration. The Conference went on record as con- 
sidering the request to the Palestine Government jus- 
tifiable in view of the fact that the increase in.revenues 
of the Palestine Government in recent years is due 
mainly to the Jewish immigration and colonization in 
the’ country, which has considerably augmented the 
government’s receipts from the customs and land and 
house taxes, as well as its revenues from the railways 
and- mails.” 


New York. 


} 





Lesson’ for January 9 
Luke 6 : 27-38 


Ss nRAURURRNARRREEREEARRNENAT 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“791 








prone veer ee w 








gs ~ 





oe renner mee 


LESSON 2. JANUARY 9. THE STANDARD OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 6 : 27-38 
| Golden Text.—Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.—Matt. 5 : 48 
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The Lesson ag a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
God fills the soul that it may pour 
The fullness on another heart; 
Not that the filled with good may store 
The good God giveth to impart. 


m —Willi Luff. 
The Historical Setting : cag 


Hx main question to be determined in this con- 
| nection is whether the two discourses recorded in 
> Matthew: 5 to 7 and Luke 6: 20-49 both refer to 
the same occasion. The following theories may be 
noted: (1) That they. are identical; (2) That Luke 
gave merely an epitome of the sermon more fully re- 
corded by Liatthew ; (3) That Matthew's Sermon on 
the Mount. was not really a set discourse at all, but a 
compendium of sayings of our Lord spoken at inter- 
vals during his ministry; (4) That they are wholly 
distinct: ~ aa 

The following. suggestions for criticism of these 
views may be offered: 

1. The sermon in Luke is expressly. said to have 
been delivered after the ‘appointment of the apostles, 
while that in Matthew. by continual consecutive notes 
of time is placed before that appointment. (Cf. Matt. 
8:1, 5, 14, 183 9:1, 9, 14, 18; 27, 35; 10:1.) : 

Matthew refers to a mountain, Luke to a plain. 
This is a minor difficulty. Luke may have meant 
merely .a level plateau on the mountain. 

Though the two addresses have much common mat- 
ter, yet they are also widely different. Of the hun- 
dred and seven. verses in. Matthew, Luke has only 
thirty, On the other hand Luke has four passages that 
present no parallel to Matthew (Luke 6: 24-26, 27 
(part), 34,' 35; 37, 38). 

2. This is improbable. For in several* verses Luke 
is fuller: even than Matthew, and the whole address 


recorded by him*is consecutive and logical. 


3. This view make’: one or both of the sermons 
quite wnhistorical. 

4: There remains only the view that the two dis- 
courses were entirely. distinct. This does justice to 
all the: facts of: the case so far as we have them. It 
4s: not: at all.improbable. Indeed, nothing could be 
more likely than that our Lord should have: repeated, 
not twice only, but often the enunciation of the great 
laws of thekingdom. Nothing is more likely either than 
that on each of such occasions the sermon given would 
present peculiarities of its own while presenting the 
same. general outline of the truth. In our own small 
way, every. one of us knows how frequently we have 
to repeat our teaching if we would have it really re- 
membered,- and yet how constantly such repetition is 
modified. by some new Circumstance either connected 
with our class or with our own lives. 

Our harmorization of this section of the Gospel nar- 
rative (see last week’s lesson) will be as follows: 


1. First four disciples called the second time (last’ 


week’s lesson). 

2. First general circuit of Galilee (Matt. 4:23; 
Mark 1:39; Luke 4: 44). 

3. Sermon on the Mount (Matt. chaps. 5 to 7). 

4. Thiré and final. call of the four (Luke 5: 1-11). 

5: Leper healed (Matt. 8: 2-4; Mark 1: 40-44; Luke 
5: 12-14). 

6. Palsied healed (Matt. 9:2-8; Mark 2: 1-12; 
Luke ‘5: 17-26). 

7. Matthew called (Matt. 9:9; Mark 2:13, 14; 
Luke 5:27, 28) 

8. Second Passover at Jerusalem (John 5). 

9. The ears of corn (Matt. 12: 1-8; Mark 2: 23-28; 
Luke 6: 1-5). 

10. Withered hand healed (Matt. 12:9-14; Mark 
3: 1-6; Luke 6: 6-11). 

11. The twelve chosen (Matt. 10:2-5; Mark 3: 
13-20; Luke 6: 12-17). 

12. Sermon on the plain (Luke 6: 17-49). 

The giving of the law on Mount Sinai was followed 
by the giving of the law in the plain of Moab (Deut. 
rz1); similarly the law of the kingdom was first 
given on the mount and a second time in the plain. 
The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 6:27.—The keynote of the Mosaic law 
was holiness as was the keynote of Christ’s law. Yet 
here that holiness is more distinctly seen to be properly 
expressed by love. Love your enemies (cf. Exod. 
23:4, 5). ‘The Lord Jésus puts into wider and more 
general terms the command that was already in the 
law. The specific command to love one’s neighbor 
(Lev. 19:18) had received the rabbinic gloss “hate 





Devotional Reading : Matthew 5 : 1-10. 
Additional Material for Teachers: Matthew 5: 13 to 7: 5. 
Pnmary Topic: How Jesus Wants Us to Live. 
Lesson Material: Luke 6: 27-38. 
Additional Story Material: Acts 6: 8-15; 7: 54-60. 
Memory Verse; As ye would that men should do to you, do 
e also to them eee 6% 31. 
unior ic: Marching Orders for Christians. 
J Lesson Material ; Fuke 6 : 27-38. 
Memory Verse; Luke 6% 31. 


Intermediate and Senior T : What Christ Requires of 
Tere for Yoong People. and Aduka: "The Chrictiemite of Chotet, 











27 But I say unto you that hear, Love your enemies, do 
good to them that hate you, 28 bless them that curse you, 
pray for them that despitefully use you. 29 To him that 
smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and 
from him that taketh away thy cloak withhold not thy coat 
also. 30 Give to every one that asketh thee; and of him 
that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 31 And 
as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise. 32 And if ye -love-them that love you, what thank 
have ye? for even simmers love those that love them. 33 
And if ye do good to them that do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for even sinners do the same. %-And if -ye lend 
to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? 
even sinners -lend to sinners, to receive again. as-much. 35 
But love your enemies, and do them good, and lend, / never 
despairing; and your reward shall be: great, and ye shall be 
sons of the Most High: for he is kind toward: the unthank- 
ful and evil. 36 Be ye merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful. 37 And. judge .not, and ye. shall not be judged: and 
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: release, and 
ye shall be released: 38 give, and it shall be:given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
shall they give into your bosom. For with what measure 
ye mete it shall be measured to you again. 


1 Some ancient authorities read, despairing. of no man. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








thine enemy” (Matt. 5:43). This was never the 
teaching of the Word of God, and is now explicitly 
set aside. Love ...do good. Paul suggests ways of 
carrying out this command (Rom. 12:20). The pres- 
ent tenses indicate that: we are ever to be on the look- 
out to do a good turn to our enemy if we Have one. 
Nothing. kills hatred like kindness. 

Verse 28.—Despitefully use, 4. e., insult or accuse 
wrongfully. (1 Pet. 3: 16). 

Verse 29.—S'miteth. Our Lord’s whole teaching: on 
this subject may be summed up thus: (1) As to-per- 
sonal wrong — patience ‘as here; (2) As to the wreng- 
doer—ftankness (Luke 17:3); (3) AS to others’ 


wrongs — indignation (Mark 12:40); (4) For the: 


wrongdoer — punishment (John 2:15). 

Taketh away thy cloak. The parallel passage (Matt. 
5:40) makes it clear that this precept. refers to. the 
possible result of an action at law. “If any man 
would sue thee. at the law, and take away thy coat, 
let him have thy cloak also.” The case presupposed 
is that the disciple has a legal obligation that he has 
not discharged. But as a disciple he is not to be con- 
tent with the mere fulfillment of an obligation. There 
must be superabundant fulfillment — the Christian: ex- 
tra. The Christian is not satisfied with just fulfilling. 
the letter of his bond; he gives to the utmost of his 
power. This great principle needs to be worked out 
in all the relationships of life. 


Verse 30.—Give. To be fulfilled as the Lord him- 
self fulfills it (cf. John 14:14). The diseiple is not 
commanded to give necessarily the very thing asked. 
There may be the refusal of the boon desired in or- 
der to the bestowment of a better. You would not 
give a drug addict cocaine because he asks for it. The 
principle is that one should never send the man away 
empty. 


_ Verse 31.—The discourse now: turns from the con- 
sideration of eases of injury to the ordinary duty of 
man to man. This verse gives us the Golden. Rule. 
“Christ crystallizes his whole teaching on the subject 
of our conduct to others into the immortal words that 
make: our wishes for oursélhes the standard of our 
duty to others and so give every man an_ infallible 
guide. We are all disposed to claim from others more 
than we give to them. What a paradise earth would 
be if the measuring lines that we apply to their con- 
duct and our own were all exactly the same length! 

Verse 32.—What thank have ye? Mutual love is a 
great and beautiful thing. We cannot have too much 
of it. But Christian love goes out beyond this. It 1s 
uot a natural but a supernatural love, for it partakes 





These lessons are taught _over the radio, Tues- 
day evenings, by the Editor of the Times 
(see page 794). 
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of the character of God’s own love. “God so loved 

the world” (John 3: 16),—not good people, nor nice, 
people, nor attractive people merely, — but the world 

of ordinary, ugly, commonplace, sinful people. As this 

love is supernatural in its character so it must be super- 

natural in its origin. No man can bring himself to it. 

It must be the work of God in the believer's heart 

(Rom. 5:5). 

Verse 34.—Hope to receive. Many folks, even 
Christians, will exhibit marked kindness to certain peo- 
ple with an unconfessed hope at the back of their 
minds that they will get paid back again. This is 
not the love of Christ. 

Verse: 35—Enemies. This reiterated word is used 
as the antithesis. to. neighbor.. For the Lord’s immedi- 
ate hearers it would mean. simply the Roman troops. 
The directions in verses 29 and 30 have in view. the 
situation. created. by. the presence of these men. Never 
despairing. With the marginal reading compare 1 
Corinthians 13:7. Ye shall be, that is, in sympathy 
and acknowledged character. We-do not become Gad’s 
children by doing. good or even by being good. We 
become- God’s children only by receiving the Lord 
Jesus (John 1:.12).. But having become his children 
by the new birth we are evidenced and approved. as 
such by the new life. Children of the Highest. lf 
we are partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1: 4) 
it is reasonable that we should exhibit something of 
the divine characteristics. 


Verse 37.—Judge not (cf. Rom. 14: 4-13). In such 
passages as these, carping. and censorious criticism is 
the thing: in view. On the other hand, the Christian 
is expected: to. exercise the faculty of judgment (cf. 
1 John 2:20; Phil. 1:9, 10). 

_ Additional material for the teacher’s use is suggested 
in the Sermon on the Mount: It will perhaps suffice 
to give a brief analysis of Matthew’s account: 

1. Character of the citizens: (5: 1-12). 

2. The service of the citizens (5: 13-16). 


. Their relationship to the Old Testament (5: 17- 
20 . 

4. Their relations with their fellow men in view 
of the Old Testament (5: 21-48). 

5. Their relation to God (6: 1-18). 

6: Their self-life (6:19 to 7:6). 
The- Homiletical. Form 
_ 1. Demands: of the law as to: the Christian’s action 
in view of insult (v. 28); injury (v. 29); or injus- 
tice: (v. 30). 

2. Scope of the law; not merely friends and bene- 
factors, but also enemies. 

3. The power of fulfilling the law; children of the 
Highest. 


, 4e- Hg result of the consistent keeping. of the law 
v. 38). 


The Topical Values 


The risk: love (v.. 27); bless (v. 28); pray (v. 
28) ; give (v: 30); do: good (v. 35). 

The: resources: the Father is: merciful (v. 36). 

The return: much given, much forgiven (vs. 37, 38). 


The:Practical Aim 


The aim in this lesson must be a twofold one. On 
the one: hand, we have to try to bring the class to 
realize the extent and reality and. solemnity of the 
Lords claim upon character and life. Such-a realiza- 
tion will make them painfully aware of their own in- 
adequacy and failure. Let this part of the lesson be 
as searching as the Lord means it to be. If we would 
have: it search the hearts of the members of our 
classes, we must, first of all, see that we have allowed 
it to search our own. Then on the other hand, we 
have te-show that the Lord’s biddings are his enablings. 
The lesson that might well lead to utter despair or 
evaporate in mere platitudes will be found to present 
a point of contact with possibilities in. verse 36. 

Let verses 31 and 36 stand out together; verse 31 
gives us God's demand, verse 36: zives us his supplies. 
The mercies of God (Rom. 12:1) in this connection 
are especially justification (Rom., chaps. 3 to 5); sanc- 
tification ¢Rom., chaps. 6 to 8); and election (Rom.,- 
chaps. 9 to 11), and exactly meet our need. 


Final Word - 


Is-your life a channel of blessing? 
Is the love of God flowing through you? 
Ave you telling-the lost of the Saviour? 
Are you ready his service to do? 
Make me a channel of blessing today 
Make me a channel of blessing, I pray; 
My. life possessing, my service blessing, 
Make’me a channel of blessing today. 


TunsBRIpGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr, Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT is the connecting link between this and the 
first lesson of this series? 
2. What is the great thought of this lesson, — how to be 
saved, or how to act when we are saved? 
3. With what does this lesson passage concern itself, 
primarily? 
4. What is the Royal Law, or the Law of God’s kingdom? 
5. How can we keep this law? 
6. What other words of Christ, making love the chief 
concern and the final test of discipleship with him, can 
you quote? 


7- How can we be sure of receiving good measure, and 
the like? 2 

8. Why may we justly reason that the command, “Give 
to him that asketh thee,’ does not require us to give 
him the thing he asks for? 

9. What contrasts does Jesus draw here? 

10. What standard of conduct toward others does Jesus 
set for us? 


11. What is there here that I could not do if fully sur- 
rendered to God? (Personal.) 


12. What is the negative manifestation of this Christian 
love? 

13. What word might express Jesus’ whole principle of 
Christian living with our fellows? 

14. Are the ideals of Jesus practical? 

1s. What is a good Scripture answer to the objection 
that the cloak and slap rule of Jesus is unreasonable for us? 

16. After an age-long experiment of settling disputes by 
fighting, from the time of stone battle axes up to this ad- 
vanced day of aerial slaughter, submarines, and poison gas, 
what shines forth as the yet untried method which has 
the promise of Almighty God to make it successful? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Can You Do It?—Pray for them that despitefully 
use you (v. 27). When you can really and truly do 
that, you will have attained. Stephen did it, as did 
his Master (Acts 7:60; Luke 23:34). The noble 
army of martyrs did it. Missionaries have been doing 
it ever since Paul made his first missionary journey. 
Many mothers and fathers have been doing it all down 
the Christian centuries, Can you do it? When you 
lost your job, did you pray for the boss who fired 
you? When you were hearing the little tot saying 
her prayers and she prayed: “God bless papa, and 
mamma,” and all the others on the list, did you suggest 
that she pray, “and God bless Mr. Brown, even though 
he has just discharged daddy’? You will have come 
very far along in your Christian life when you can 
maintain that attitude of mind at the cut-off of the 
income. Some years ago I was an officer in an or- 
ganization that found it necessary to dispense with the 
services of an employee. I had nothing whatever to de 
with his dismissal — in fact, rather questioned the wis- 
dom of it, although I did not oppose it. As secretary 
of the organization it became my duty to write the 
fatal letter. I believe that when you have anything 
unpleasant to say you should say it pleasantly, — se 
I put all the grammar in the letter. The wrath of 
the man and all his friends poured forth upon my de- 
voted head. I just grinned and said nothing. The 
president and members of the board of directors said, 
“Ridgway, your behavior is magnificent. You cer- 
tainly show a beautiful Christian spirit.” Which 
was true, to my surprise, —but I never prayed 
once for the bunch spitefully abusing me. But 
listen: That man became one of my best friends, 
and lots of the “abusers” became members of the Iron 
Rose Bible Class —so I might just as well have prayed 
for them as not, mightn’t I? 


Likes and Loves.—Love your enemies, and do them 
good ... never despairing (v. 35). We are not sup- 

sed to like everybody, but we should love everybody. 

ere is a good John Wesley story that illustrates this 
point nicely — and it may be new to some folks: A de- 
vout Methodist asked Wesley what he thought as to 
marrying a certain woman well known to both. Wesley 
advised him not to think of it. “Why,” said the other, 
“she is a member of your church, isn’t she?” “Yes,” 
was the reply. “And you think she is a Christian 
woman?” “Yes,” said Wesley, “I believe that she is.” 
“Well, then, why not marry her?” “Because, my 
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friend; the Lord can live with a great many people 
you and I can’t.” Yes, indeed, Brother Wesley, the 

rd loves and lives with peonle whom you and I can- 
not like. and live with —but’ we can love them and do 
them good. They are not our kind. They say “rude” 
and “horrible” things. They have “no manners.” They 
dress. “outlandishly.” We would never dream of ‘in- 
viting them to any party we might give. We just 
don’t like them — but if these very “impossible” folks 
were in trouble you would likely be the very first ‘to 
offer your services to help them. You do that be- 
cause of your love for them. That is how you are to 
love your enemies. Indeed, whza we begin to love 
these “enemies,” they at once begin to grow out of the 
“enemies” class, We are told never to despair of an 
enemy. Enemies have a way of —shall we say, dis- 
solving, into friends. You can use “converting” if you 
like it better. Many a man’s best friend was once dis- 
liked and even his enemy. Maybe you can dig up some 
such lecally. Here is a text which is one of the 
writer’s favorites. Think it over a lot. “When a 
man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even his ene- 
mies to be at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7; see also 
Rom. 8: 31). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrincipLe OF APPLICATION.—Train pupils 
to aid practical and personal applications of 
truth. 











ECAUSE it does not contain the fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity the Sermon on the Mount 

(and its correlate the Sermon on the Plain) has been 
regarded as a transitional proclamation embodying the 
central principles of the Mosaic dispensation. Again, 
it has been regarded as the constitution of the king- 
dom that is yet to be established, because of the heights 
of perfect living to which it calls. 
sible that either of these points of view may cause 
us to lose sight of the practical application for us, or 
even to think of this Scripture as being entirely im- 
practical for our time? However, our obligation and 
our enabling cannot be less than that of the Jews of 
Christ’s time, and if this be the constitution of a king- 
dom to be, might it seem unreasonable that the Kin: 
would be testing out those who are to be its subjects? 

It seems at least not to be clear that Jesus expected 
his disciples to await some future time to use these 
principles, and if so, how are we less obligated than 
they? We may agree that here is not the way of 
salvation, but what is our proof that it is not the way 
of the saved? Whatever we may say as to the inabil- 
ity of the natural man to attain so high a standard, 
surely we dare not limit in the possibilities of his 
working the Holy Spirit who empowers us for Chris- 
tian living. If it has been our experience to know few, 
if any, who have consistently and fully measured up 
to this admittedly high standard, shall we therefore try 
to lower the standard or explain it away rather than 
face the fact of failure and give God a larger share 
in our lives? f 

In short, should we not be guarded against bringing 
the Scripture to the test of our experience rather than 
aiming to bring our experience to the test of —- 
ture? Perhaps our Lord has lessons for us in paths 
we seldom tread. 


Hwuntinopon, Pa. 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, er $1 = dozen. 
1. January 2.—The Christian’ a Follower of Jesus 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13-17; 1 John 2:6 
2. January 9.—The Standard of Christian Living 
: Luke 6 : 27-38 
3. January 16.—The Christian’s Use of the Bible 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 
4. January 23.—Prayer in the Christian Life 
Mark 1 : 35; 14 : 32-36; Matthew 6 : 9-13 
5. January 30.—The Christian Overcoming Temptation 
Luke 4: 1-13; 1 Corinthians 10: 12, 13 
6. February 6.—The Practice of Christian Stewardship 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
gy. February 13.—Making Our Homes Christian 
Ephesians 5:25 to 6:4 
8. February 20.—Serving In and Through the Church 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2 : 42-47 
9. February 27—Making the Community Christian 
(Temperance Lesson.) .......ee0 .-.-Galatians 5 : 13-25 
10. March 6.—Sharing the Good News 
Acis 8 : 4-8; 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-20 
11, March 13.—Making the World Christian 
Matthew 28 : 16-20; Acts 16 : 6-15 
12. March 20.—The Christian’s Hope 
John 14: 1-3; 2 Corinthions 5: 1-10; 1 John 3:2, 3 
13. March 27.—Review: Studies in the Christian Life 


But is it not pos-> 
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The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet gn the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to. note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Hilustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of ee text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word 4! rr ” . 


Ilustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
—— desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
a 


Clock and Watch.—Ye therefore shall be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect (Golden Text). 
Traversing one night a city street, I was startled by 
a sharp clanging above my head, On looking up, I 
found myself directly beneath the towe: wherein a 
huge clock was striking the midnight hour. I took 
my watch from my pocket, and lo! the slender, over- 
lying hands were pointing exactly to the hour of twelve. 
It scarcely seemed possible that that tiny piece of 
mechanism in my hand could keep timne with the huge 
machinery that filled a whole room of the tower; but 
the proof was before me, and as I gazed at the two 
pairs of hands of such. diverse proportions, I under- 
stood as never before that the most insignificant hu- 
man being needed only to be clean, in rumning order, 
and divinely regulated to keep time with Divinity itself 
—to be perfect even as the Father is perfect.—From 
the Northern Christian Advocate. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. 


The Need of Perfect Mirrors.—Ye therefore shall 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect (Golden 
Text). When taking a trip in Italy, I found one of 
the most interesting places was the palace where the 
Pope lives, and one of the most interesting places in 
the Vatican is the Sistine Chapel, because some of 
the greatest paintings in the world, those of Michel 
Angelo, are to be found there. Strange to say, in 
painting these pictures, the gréat artist instead of 
painting them on the walls of the chapel painted them 
as frescoes on the ceiling. Yet the score ef people 
who were there studying those works of art were not 
looking at the ceiling at all; they were looking down. 
People had found out long ago that it was a very 
wearisome thing to keep looking up; but they wanted 
to see the beauty. So over yonder as each one entered 
at the end of the chapel he had hired for a small 
amount of money a little mirror, in order that he might 
study the beauty of art and color reflected there. 
you know that men and women and children are too 
busy and too preoccupied in these days to take the 
trouble to study the character of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in Heaven? But they are exceedingly interested; they 
want to know about him, they are going to pass judg- 
ment upon him. Do you know where they are look- 
ing? They are watching your life and mine. And as 
they see or fail to see Christ in us, pu f ss judg- 
ment upon him themselves.—From Recor of t Christian 
Work. Sent by Mary E, Watson, Hartford, Conn. 
Prize illustration. 


General Gordon’s Remedy.—Pray for them that 
despitefully use you (v. 28). General Gordon, in writ- 
ing home about some exasperating people who had been 
talking against him and interfering with his work, 
said, “The only remedy with me is to pray for every 
one who worries me.”—Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


The Nurse’s New Lesson.—Bless them that -curse 
you (v. 28). A nurse in one of the great London hos- 
pitals agg sever one day to Bishop Taylor-Smith, 
Chaplain General to the forces, that she had been 
rudely treated by some of the patients. The Bishop 
replied, “Thank God for that!” “What do you mean?” 
the astonished nurse asked. “Why,” said the Bishop, 
“if you are carrying a vessel and somebody knocks up 
against you, you can only spill out of the vessel what 
is inside. And when people misjudge ard persecute us 
we can only spill what is inside. In the case of a god- 
less man he will probably swear and be sorry, but if 
you are Christ-filled, filled with the Holy Ghost, you 
will manifest the gentleness of Christ and make men — 
astonished. Count it all joy when the testing times 
come.”—Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Judging the Sabbath-Breaker.—Judge not, and ye 
shall not be judged (v. 37). Judging others is a peril- 
ous procedure. Some excellent Sabbath-keepers once, 
about forty years ago, accused a Christian railway 
superintendent of breaking the Fourth Commandnient 
by habitually sending out and sometimes riding on an 
extra engine on Sunday afternoons. Had those critics 
attended the preceding Sunday-school convention of 
their home county they would have known more and 
perhaps have said less. The county missionary there 
reported that he found the village of M—— without 
Sunday-school, public worship, or Christiax leader, 
but not without saloons. The railway superintendent 
had honored himself by attending ‘the convention and 
looking for work. Beginning with the next Sunday 
the village of M—— had a Sunday-school manned 





























Leseon for January 9' 
Luke- 6 : 27-38 


py leaders carried back and forth on 
that engine after the day’s work in the 
schools of their home town was done; 
and the. superintendent sometimes served 
as engineer rather than -eppoint an em- 
ployee to this extra Sunday labor. Others 
may often justly do what-we could not 
justly do. Every new. Christian enter- 
prise, every imique service, all broadening 


of the work of the Kingdom involves. a} 


freedom .of- action ‘that provokes fault- 
finding from the prejudiced—From The 
Sunday School Times. 
Waison, Hartford, Conn, 


No Forgiveness, No Blessing.—/or- 
give, and ye shall be forgiven (v. 37). 
A lady came to Keswick longing for 
blessing and was led to surrender fully 
to Christ and trust him to be’ all suffi- 
cient for her every need. Later it was 
learned she was the wife.of a missionary 
and they had quarreled and separated. 
She thought that she could get the bless- 
ing and at the same time not forgive him. 
—From the Christian. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can, 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 





MY CHOICE 


THe LORDS OTANDARD 


WHICH ? 











A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy Word does indeed set 
before us such standards of Christian living 
as are givenin this very lésson. Oh, wilt 
thou show us where our own ways ought to 
be reversed and completely changed! Enabie 
us, we pray thee, to yield to thy guidance 
in the.duties and contacts of every-day life, 
and. may we so live that others shall know 
that thou art the Saviour for this life, as well 
as for the life to come. Lord, may the les- 
sons of this hour sink. deep into our hearts, 
to the end that thy name may be glorified in 
all that we say or do. In thy dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Before you start 
out on the week’s work tomorrow, just 
look over the verses of this lesson again. 
How far are you planning to follow the 
Lord Jesus in such plain words as you 
will find here? The Lord is dealing with 
great principles of action; not with mere 
rues. Is your daily life moved by these 
great principles which he has set forth 
here? Do you act toward other folks in 
a way that would remmd others of: this 
passage? The trouble with so many of 
us is this: we listen to the voices of the 
world in matters of conduct, instead of 
hearing what God has to say. It is so 
easy nowadays to let down the standard 
of living. Let’s not be afraid of what 
others may say. Let us find out what 
God wants us to do, and then do it. We 
shall meet opposition, but it is much bet- 
ter to be opposed by man than to be op- 
posed by our heavenly Father. Let us 
ask him now to give us the courage and 
the grace to live the life that the Lord 
Jesus wants his followers to live. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The old rugged cross.” 

“It pays to serve Jesus.” 

“Nor silver nor gold.” 

“The light of the world is Jesus.” 
“Once for all.” 

“Jesus is all the world to me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metricat psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts o: 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Who Shall Be Thy Guest?” (23 ° 1-4). 
Psalm 15 : 1-5, 
“How Blest the Perfect’? (238 : 1-3). 
Psalm 
“Perfect Peace” (228::1, 3). 
Psalm 116:1, 2, 7-9; Isaiah 26: 3. 
“My Rock-of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 6a: 1-8 


Hg : 3-8, 





Sent by Mary E. | 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is: Taught This Week 
Beginning: Standards. 


Discussion: Compare the standards of 
men. and the tendencies of those stand- 
ards (as in war or other conflicts) with 
the standards of Christ, " 


Objective: Growing Christlike. 








‘hint of cowardice*or weakness. 











SAY, fellows, the word “standard’ 
without a qualifying adjective does 
not necessarily indicate a fine ideal, There 
are many kinds of standards — high stand- 
ards, low standards and standards ali the 
way between. There are standards of 
measurement, but they vary according to 
whether American, English, French, or 
German. There are standards Of social 
life and they also vary according to the 
principles controlling those who hold them. 
We are dealing today with a standard of 
living; amd to indicate the level of this 
standard, the qualifying term has been 
applied: it is called the Christian stand- 
ard of living. This is a slight rearrange- 
ment of the words in the title, but the 
idea conveyed is the same. 

It is called the Christian standard be- 
cause our Lord Jesus Christ set it up. 
Perhaps, of all the rules of conduct given 
by the Master, this matter of receiving 
the slap “on the other cheek also” and 
the giving up of our cloak to the desper- 
ado who has taken our coat, going the 
second mile, and actually loving our ene- 
mies, is most difficult for us to under- 
stand. It is certainly not easy to obey 
the rule. We wonder if anybody but 
Jesus himself ever did rise to the siand- 
ard. We know that Stephen died pray- 
ing for the forgiveness of his murderers 
even while they stoned him, and other dis- 
ciples patiently suffered indignities for 
Christ’s sake; but when we endeavor to 
apply. the standard to our own daily pro- 
gram of life we look dubious and say 
like: the disciples on one occasion when 
Jesus had spoken: “This is an hard say- 
ing; who can hear it?” 

But, fellows, look who is setting the 
standard up for us. It is Jesus. None 
but he could have done it. No one else 
would have dared to do it. The fact that 
Jesus set this standard makes a. big dif- 
ference. He has a. much higher level of 
thinking than we have. Down on our 
lower level that taking of the second 





slap looks cowardly. We thought only 
a craven would meekly submit :to inswit: 
But as we look. at Jesus and see what 
strength, what courage, what marvelous 
endurance he had while here upon earth, 
and at the: very time he was proclaiming 
that standard of living — what a Man he 


| was —we know that he would. never set 


up a staridard ‘that carried the slightest 
Having 
come to that’ conclusion, the only other 
thing to do is to 100k into our own proc- 
esses of reasoning, knowing that the 
troub:e is there. 

Now, fellows, I have just one recom- 
mendation in this connection, and it is 
simply to study to know Jesus. I believe 
it was in trying to make such a readjust- 
ment in his own processes that Paul ex- 
claimed to the Philippians: “That I may 
know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings, being made conformable unto his 
death.” As we look at Jesus himself, we 
more and more get his mind. “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (see Phil. 2: 5-11). We can learn 
to think with him and think as he does. 
We grow like that upon which we con- 
stantly look. 

The standard set shows what high aim 
our Lord has for us, his servants, his 
brethren, his friends. There is nothing 
cheap about our wonderful Christ, — and 
while we realize that we are far below 
the standard, yet in his promised com- 
panionship and power we shall attain to 
It. 

Surely it is worth trying! 

Greensboro, N. C, 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This- Week 

Jesus’ standard: of living: (1) In his 
teaching; (2) in ‘his life; (3) in our beliefs; 
(4) in our conduct 











“W HAT you are thunders so loudly 
in my ears that I cannot hear what 
you say,’ could never be brought against 
Jesus, our Saviour. His words and his 
life tally so exactly that we could as well 
follow his example as his teaching. This 
week we are to study a brief section of 
his formal teaching. If you can read 
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these few words (Luke 6: 27-38) to your 
girls, as Weymouth translates them, with 
any degree of .real attention on their part, 
they will at once admit that such stand- 
ards are entirely outside of and beyond 
those of even.the best standards of the 
world around them. Verse 28 is the gen- 
eral law of Christian love. Verses 29- 
31 are examples of how we ‘live up to 
this law. Verses 32-34 are\Jesus’ ar« 
gument for such a standard for his fol- 
lowers. Verses 35 through 38 ate 4 re- 
statement of the law with its result2,and 

the supreme reason for it. << 


(1) Help your girls to see these divi- 
sions of the thoughts and teachings in 
this paragraph, marking them in their 
own Bibles. . Now ask them to state 
briefly, in their own words as far as they 
can, each of these divisions. Will they 
not be something like these: Active love 
for one’s real enemies ; repaying him good 
for evil at every turn; since only this is 
Christian love; your rewards will be 
great, for so you will be sons like your 
heavenly Father himself, and your love 
will come back to you in overflowing 
measure as you have given it. 


(2) Do your girls know enough about 
the life of Jesus to find in it illustrations 
of these standards? You will have to 
help them. Do they know enough of him 
to know that not even his bitterest enemy 
while he was here, nor any such since, 
has ever been able to find one instance 
contrary to these standards? Space for- 
bids these details here, but surely you 
can be ready with instances of his con- 
stant practice of this law of active love 
for his relentless enemies. Wil! your 
girls appreciate the closing lines from 
Lanier’s poem, “The Crystal’? 


a 


O perfect life in perfect labor writ, 
What least defect or shadow of defect, 
What rumor tattled by an enemy, 
Oh, what amiss may I forgive in Thee, 
Jesus ... thou Crystal Christ? 


(3) But since we are trying through 
these lessons to help our girls to dis- 
cover more clearly “the Christian way 
of living in our day,” the last part of 
your class period must be given to an hon- 
est facing of these two last queries: Are 
these my own personal standards, and, 
Do I prove my sincerity in holding them 
by my daily living? Help your girls to 
look right squarely into their own hearts 
to see if they find there that they do even 
believe in Jesus’ law of Christian love. 
Girls’ feelings of resentment toward those 
who in even small ways mistreat them 
are very keen, often bitter. 


(4) Do they prove their Christian 
standard by actually repaying such ene- 
mies with loving service? Once they can 
bring themselves to so act, they will find 
the old grudge in their heart melted away 
and genuine love taking its place. Can- 
not you, who know their daily lives, help 
them to put their fingers on the very 
“sore spots’ that are surely preventing 
them from receiving the rewards so 
surely promised by Jesus—the recom- 
pence of the Father who seeth in secret, 
as well as that good measure meted out 
to those who give all? 


Home Study 
Read Matthew’s record of these stand- 
ards: of Jesus, in chapters 5, 6, and 7. 
Compare carefully with Luke’s account. 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
’ By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


SK the children if they remember 
studying about the time when God 


‘came down on the mount that thundered 


and smoked and shook, while in a trum- 
pet voice he gave the people the Ten 
Commandments. In the lesson this week 
we study about the very same law, al- 
though it is taught in such a different 
way. This time we learn it from the 
lips of Jesus, our Saviour, who spells the 
whole law in one word, written large, 
in letters that all the world can read— 
L-0-V-E. 

Read the lesson text to the class, and 
ask whom Jesus tells us to love. Ask 
why. he did not say, “Love your father, 
your mother, your friends.” Yes, it is 
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easy to love those who love us and who 
are constantly doing something for us — 
any of us can do that. But it is like 
Jesus to give love for hate, blessing for 
cursing, and to pray for those who mis- 
treat us. We learned last week that if 
we follow him he will make us like him- 
self, so that we, too, can love eur enemies 
and do them good, and give to those from 
“whom we expect nothing in return. Help 
the children to understand that this is 
‘the law of God’s kingdom, and that Jesus 
ce“ne all the way from Heaven to earth 
to write this law in our hearts. This 
will make us children of the Great King, 
and show us how to conduct ourselves in 
our heavenly Father’s house, For the 
Great King is kind to the unthankful 
and the evil, and who would not wish to 
be made like him? 

Then the Master gave us another les- 
son in beautiful living. ‘Sometimes we 
may think we are loving others, and yet 
when they do something that we do not 
do, or something that we believe to be 
wrong, we allow ourselves to become 
judges, and perhaps tell others that they 
are doing wrong, while all the time we 
do not know their hearts, and understand 
how they feel. Now Jesus would have 
us understand that this behavior is not 
becoming to the children of the King. 
The Master would have us loving and 
kind in our thinking, and generous in our 


giving. 
Perhaps this little story will help the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE STANDARD OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 
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‘and wanted the doll house herself; so 
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children understand the last verse in the 
lesson; ; 

“Mary and Emma were two little girls 
who had the same grandmother. One 
day grandmother asked Mary to go- with 
her to select a Christmas present for 
Emma. In the shop they saw a beau- 
tiful doll house, and grandmother asked 
Mary if she thought Emma would like 
it. Now Mary was a selfish little girl, 


she said, ‘No, grandmother, I think’ she 
would like a book better.’ And she 
picked up a little brown history book for 
her little cousin. Grandmother bought 
the book, 


“The next day grandmother asked Emma 
to go with her to select Mary a present. 
They saw the same little doll house, 
and grandmother asked Emma about get- 
ting it for Mary. Emma said she felt 
sure Mary would be delighted with it, so 
grandmother bought it. 

“On Christmas morning each little girl 
found that she had selected her own gift. 
Mary found 6m her plate the little dry 
book she had picked out for Emma, while 
Emma received the lovely doll house that 
she thought her little cousin would en- 
joy. 

So God gives the choice. ; 
Sing “Give Me a Heart Like Thine.” 
Curnton, S. C. : 


“ 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of January 2) 


= ¢ 


1. That they might become fishers of men. 


2. Fishers of men are made only by the 
Saviour of men. 

3- See John, first chapter. 

4. Most probably not, fully. But they 
must have had a. sense of his authority and 
his right to call them out. Their response 
was an act of faith in Jesus, 

5. Belief on. him as the Saviour. 

6. Obedience to his words and commands. 

7. Zebedee was evidently a believer, though 
not a follower, since he raised no objection 
to the discipleship of his sons. Later we 
read of his wife ministering to Christ (Luke 
8:2, 3). Lazarus and Mary and Martha 
were believers, but not called to be followers 
in the same sense as the twelve. God’s 
plan for one’s life may lie in the business 
world, or in the home, or in the foreign 
field in full time service. The important 
thing is to find his plan. 

8. It is the more occasion for the exercise 
of faith, Witness Abram’s call, and Philip’s 
to the way toward Gaza. 

9. See Matthew 28:18, 19; Isaiah 4o : 28-31; 
4322; 

10. “How can I afford not to follow Jesus?” 

11. First, the surrender of the will and self- 
chosen way to the will and way of Jesus; 
second, the accepting from him of new ways 
and work; third, obedience to his commands 
in all ways. 

12. Paul tells us, Philippians 2: 5-11, that 
Jesus had the mind to completely strip him- 
self of his own divine nature, so he, too, 
made a complete surrender. Then he said 
of himself that his meat was to do God’s 
will, not his own, to accomplish God’s work 
according to God’s plan. See John 4: 34. 
And third he completely obeyed every com- 
mandment of the Father’s during the carry- 
ing. out of the divine will. See John 14 : 31; 
1§ 3 10, 

13. That one who claims to abide in him 
“ought himself also to walk even as he 
walked” (1 John 2: 6). 

14. “By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another,” was his own measuring rule of 
discipleship (John 13 : 35). 

15. “He that‘ hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me” (John 
14: 21). 


Will You Join the S. S. T. 
Radio Class? 


Ox TUESDAY evenings at 7.30 
o'clock The Sunday School Times 
broadcasts the teaching of the Interna- 
tional Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
for the First Quarter of 1927. The les- 
son is being taught each week (D. V.) by 
the Editor, Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 

The lessons are given from broadcast- 
ing Station WRAX, wave length 268 
meters, 500. watts, of Berachah Church, 





phia, of which the well-known Bible 
teacher and evangelist, O. R. Palmer, is 
the pastor. 

In teaching the lesson Mr. Trumbull 
suggests questions on the following week’s 
lesson, for individual or class study and 
discussion; the answers to these questions 
are given the foliowing week, over the, 
air, so that those listening in.may »check 
up their. own answers, —or suggest’ bet- 
ter ohes to the teacher, by mail. 

Letters or post cards. from those lis- 
tening in are cordially invited, to be ad- 
dressed to Radio Class, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. The Editor will welcome sug- 
gestions of features not being covered, 
criticisms intended to make the class more 
helpful, and information as to whether 
the addresses are coming through clearly. 

All who would like to be enrolled as 
members of The Sunday School. Times 
Radio Bible Class are asked to send name 
and address to -the Times, indicating 
whether Mr., Mrs., or Miss, and request- 
ing enrollment. To all such the Editor 
will be glad to send a Certificate of Mem- 
bership, containing the Radio Class Scrip- 
ture passage and list of lessons for the 
Quarter. 

It is hoped that Sunday-school superin- 
tendents and Bible class teachers will tell 
their teachers and members about the 
Times Radio Class, urging them to take 
advantage of the Tuesday evening study 
of the lesson in their own homes, or by 
meeting in church or Sunday-school for 
this purpose. 

Some may wish to invite friends to 
their homes Tuesday evenings, for an in- 
formal Bible study group by radio. Thus 
systematic class or individual study can 
be had in the home from week to week. 
The new4tessons take up such vital sub- 
jects as the use of the Bible, prayer, over- 
coming temptation, stewardship, the Chris- 
i home, service, evangelism, the blessed 

ope. 

The Berachah Church has installed its 
broadcasting station as a definite means 
of ministering the Gospel and the Word 
of God to the largest possible number. 
It is not a commercial station, and readers 
of The Sunday School Times will rejoice 
to know that among the general rules of 
this station is the following: 

Speakers are requested to give the sim- 
ple, affirmagive Gospel of our Lord, true 
to his Deity, to his finished work of sal- 
vation at the cross, to the necessity, di- 
vine accuracy and sufficiency of the 
Word of God. 


Will you join with others in prayer 
that God may mightily bless all the work 
of this station, and that the Editor may 
be strengthened and equipped, both physi- 
cally and spiritually, for this ministry, 
that the riches of God’s Word may be 
opened up to many by the Holy Spirit? 





Children at Home 








Just Dogs 
‘By E. Ryerson Young 


ned OU are a fine dog, Dane,” said 
Colman to one of the new dogs 
that he had acquired, through the . gen- 
erosity of the doctor, “but you and Shep 
must learn to live together in peace.” 
The big, rusty-black Dane had been 
called “Blackie” by his former master, 
but Colman did not like the name and 
considered “Dane” much better and much 
more ‘appropriate, for he was of the 
Dane breed. For some reason, perhaps 
it was after his signal defeat in racing, 
Dane was quite ready to acknowledge 
the leadership of Jack. In harness he 
followed him readily and loyally, but out 
of harness he kept away from Jack. He 
seemed to say, “Yow are the better dog 
and should be leader, but, just the same, 
please keep your highness and your hon- 
ors as much as you can to yourself. It 
is not easy for anyone who has been a 
leader, and a champion at that, to ac- 
knowledge another, no matter how good 
he may be.” 
But with regard to Shep, Dane did not 
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reason why he should respect him or: even 
keep out of his way. And he saw noth- 
ing in. Shep to arouse his friendship, ad- 
miration, or even common consideration. 
Dane seemed to know better than toat- 


| tack ‘Shep openly while Jack was around, 
for he knew that Jack would -instantly 


come to the help, of Shep.. The way 
Nancy, had taken. to Jack, especially, 
showed him that her fancy and loyalty 
were as shifty as the affection of her 
séx is supposed to be. Anyway, as’ it 
was with Dane himself, Nancy was ready 
to acknowledge Jack as the leader ‘and 
captain of their dog team. She was the 
Star sleigh dog, strong and dependable 
in her place, but. though she had been 
with Dane over a year, he was not at 
all sure that he could count upon her 
support in any possible fight with Shep 
and Jack. So, in the presence of . Jack 
and Nancy, Dane satisfied himself with 
— his lips at Shep and snarling at 

im. 

But when the dogs met, as they some- 
times did, in the woods, or away from 
any of the others, then it was tooth and 
claw witha vengeance. But the dogs 
were so equally strong and clever in 
tactics that there was never any advan- 
tage, and, as far as their terrible pun- 
ishing jaws and teeth were concerned, 


Colman noticed this growing antipathy 
with anxiety. He had confidence” that 
Shep would be all right, but he feared 
for Dane. Every day he worked: with 
the splendid fellow he appreciated better 
his good points. He was intelligent, and 
was well-trained on all points-of dog- 
leadership and in addition was one of the 
strongest dogs Colman had ever ‘seen. 
And, as far as speed was concerned, 
there was nothing to choose between him 
and Shep. They were always racing each 
other and apparently testing each other, 
as though trying to find out some weak- 
ness that they might glory about. But 
what he feared worst of all was that 
Shep might some time complain and call 
Jack to his help and then Dane would 
get a mauling that might leave him 
maimed for life. 

Colman took the-two dogs out together 
and tried to play with them and make 
them play together. He harnessed them 
side by side and drove them out on short 
trips that they might feel that they were 
helpers. - But, while they were good to 
each other while in harness, they were 
no sooner released than they began again 
their snapping and bickering. 

In the summertime, by the aid of his 
canoe, Colman had been able to estab- 
lish six regular, though scattered, preach- 
ing-places, taking three each Sunday; 
while during the week he visited several 
camps and mining centers more or less 
regularly, and he also held, as he was 
able, services in settlers’ kitchens at “com- 
munity centers.” Now, with his team 
of grand dogs and the rivers frozen over, 
he was able to serve the people as well 
in winter as he had done in the summer. 
Along the railroad, after it had been gone 
over by the great snow-plough, his dogs 
could race along and make great time. 
The river surfaces also furnished him 
with first-class roads. In getting from 
the roads to the rivers and back again, 
he sometimes had hard going in the deep 


snews. But his dogs would plunge 
bravely into any drift and struggle 
through, Colman always carried his 


snowshoes, and with these and a handy 
ax, he would, wken necessity demanded, 
make a short roadway for his gallant 
helpers. 

Colman’s journeys being now more and 
more regular, he was called upon to ‘be 
a carrier of messages and also of sundry 
necessities for the people. The village 
physician used him to deliver medicines 
for him, and by him the postmaster sent 
tmany letters. He delighted to serve the 
people in this way, and knew that it 
helped him to win for his Gospel a more 
ready entrance into the hearts of the 
people. 

But in spite of all their work to serve 
the people, along the rails or over. the 
river roads or struggling through drift or 
storm, Dane and Shep would not learn 
to keep the peace. Their quarreling be- 
came the talk of the whole district, much 





feel that way. He did not know any 


to the annoyance of Colman, who wanted 
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| Thurs.—Transformed lives (Tit. 3°: 1-7). 









































Lesson for January 9 . 
Luke 6: 27+38° 


‘the people to think and talk of better 


things. But people are keen and quick 
to pick up such things as the -petty dis- 
agreements of dogs, or of men or women. 
And the progress of the conflict is some- 
times meat and drink to their mental 
processes. © The men even -.went so far 
as to put up bets on which dog would 
win when: the great. conflict: came, - for 


-they were sure it would come some day. 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





January 16: How to Develop Our Devotional 
Life. Psa. 40: 1-8, 
January 23. How Can We: Train for Serv- 
ice? Acts 18 : 24-28; Luke 9: 1-6; 10. 
January 30. How Show Loyalty to Our 
Church?) Rom. 12-: 3-13. (Denominational 
Day. Beginning Christian Endeavor 
Week.) 

February 6. Interdenominational Fellowship 
Through Christian Endeavor. Eph, 4-: 1-6; 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Sunday, January. 9 
What Confession of Christ Includes 
(Rom:. 10°: 1-10; Luke 12 : 8, 9) 





+ Mon.—Confession includes belief (Matt. 16: 
: 13-20). 

Tues.—Change of heart (Psa. sr : 1-19). 

. Wed.—Obedience’ to God (Matt. 7 : 24-29). 


|Fri.—Brotherly deeds (1 John 3 : 15+18). 
‘Sat.—Christlike life (Rom. 8 : 29). 











How may we confess Christ? 
Why must lip-confession be supported by 
? 


. our 


Why should we join the church? 


Not a Word for Jesus?” 

Have you not a word for Jesus? Will the 
world His praise proclaim? 

Who shall speak if ye are silent? ye who 
knew and love His name. 

You, whom He hath called and chosen His 
ewn witnesses to be, 

Will_you tell your gracious Master, “Lord, we 
cannot speak for Thee’? 

“Cannot!” though He suffered for you, died 
because He loved you so! 

“Cannot!” though He has forgivén, making 
scarlet white as snow! 

“Cannot!” though His grace abounding. is 
your freely promised aid! 


_ “Cannot!” though He stands beside you, 


though He says, “Be not afraid’! 

Jesus, Master! yes, we love Thee, and, to 
prove our love, would lay 

Fruit’ of lips which Thor wilt open, at Thy 
blessed feet today. 

Many an- effort may it cost us, many a 

‘ heartbeat, many a fear, 

But Thow knowest, and wilt strengthen, and 
Thy help is always near. 

Give us grace to follow fully, vanqtishing 
our faithless shame, 

Feebly it may be, but truly, witnessing for 
Thy dear name. 

Frances Ridley Havergal. 


8 
UR. Scripture lesson in Romans 10, 
verses 9 and 10, gives us two of the 
principles included in. confession of 
Christ. The first essential in the order 


, of Christian experience is, of course, 


faith, or belief with the heart (v. 10). 
Confession with the mouth (v. 9) is the 
second essential, and is of course the natu- 
ral outflow of belief in the heart. Paul 
here gives. them to us in the reversed 
order because earlier in the chapter he 
has quoted a passage from Deuteronomy 
30: 2-14, where the mouth had been 
named before the heart, and to keep the 


- analogy in writing to the Romans. 


There is still a third essential to con- 
féssing Christ. We find this emphasized 
by the-Lord Jesus himself in the Sermon 
on the Mount when:he said, ‘Not 

one that saith-unto.me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph- 
esied in thy name? and in thy name have 






‘cast out devils? and in thy name done 
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many wonderful works? And then will 
1 profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
The life must also testify to beltef in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is interesting to see how the three 

essentials are. interwoven. Confession 
with the mouth is the test of the intelli- 
gence and reality of the faith in the 
heart. The life is the test of both the 
faith in the heart and words of the lips, 
and without the life showing forth the 
Lord Jesus Christ, others may well ques- 
tion. whether the faith is in the heart 
or whether the words of our lips are 
sincere, 
Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say that 
the world today is in need of: more 
walkers and not so many talkers among 
Christians. - 


It is possible, however, to emphasize the 
life to the exclusion of the spoken: word 
for Christ. Have you ever known any 
young: people, or even some of the older 
folks. who have excused themselves from 
speaking-to another about the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or giving a testimony for him on 


the ground that they believe in living |” 


rather than saying their Christianity? 
The proper way, however, is both to live 
and say your belief in Christ. The Lord 
himself made it plain that those who are 
not for him are against him, and if: we 
fail’ to speak the word for him at. the 
right time the world may well class us 
as on its side. 


But as in all else that we hope to do 
for the Lord Jesus Christ, confessing 
him before men is the natural outgrowth 
of a heart filled with love for him. You 
have no difficulty in telling your acquaint- 
ances about some one you dearly. love. 
Timidity seems to take wing when there 
is an opportunity to speak to others about 
such a one. May not our willingness to 
speak for our Lord who has done infi- 
nitely more for us than any other friend, 
who is the one altogether lovely, and the 
fairest among ten thousand, indeed be a 
pretty close indicator of our love for 
him? i 


When we have learned to believe on 
the Lord, Jesus Christ in. the heart, to 
confess him before men and to let him 
live in us, it is most natural that we 
should unite with a church that believes 
on him and holds true to his Word. 
Church membership must never take the 
place of confessing the Lord Jesus Christ, 
or fellowshiping with him, but only in 
the church can the Christian find the nor- 
mal field of Service for the Lord and 
Master. The church is the. place to which 
we must turn to be fed, to secure the 
counsel of tried Christian friends. In the 
church will we find suitable companions 
and fellow workers, and by uniting with 
the church we demonstrate to the world 


the courage and sincerity of our belief 


in Christ. 
Be. 
Have I confessed Christ before men? 
How does my life compare with my pro- 
fession? 
Is my life making others hungry for Christ? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Dr. J. Stuart Holden in America 


HE Rev. J. Stuart Holden, M:A., 

D.D., Vicar of St. Paul’s, Portman 
Square, London, will be in Philadelphia, 
January 13-17, to give a series of ad- 
dresses under the auspices of the Pro- 
phetic Testimony of Philadelphia. 

Dr. Holden is widely known for his 
ministry at conferences in England and 
America and for the many rich devo- 
tional books that have come from his 
pen. He is Chairman of the Council of 
the English Keswick Convention, at which 
he has spoken for many years. . He is 
also the Honorary Home Director of 
the China. Inland Mission, President of 
the Missionary School of Medicine, and 
was Special Preacher at Cambridge Uni- 
versity in 1924. 

On Thursday, Friday, and Monday, 
January 13, 14, and 17, Dr. Holden will 
speak in the Arch. Street Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Broad and Arch Streets, 





at 12 te I at noondays and at 7.45 P. M. 
The meetings on Sunday, January 16; 
will be held at the Church of the Atone- 
ment, Wayne and Chelten Avenues, Ger- 
mantown, at 4 P. M.; and at the Tioga 


Presbyterian Church, Sixteenth and Tioga 


Streets, at 7.45 P: M. 

For additional. information as to these 
meetings or future: meetings, arranged by 
the Prophetic Testimony, please address 
the Secretary, 133) North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Holden’s other engagements in 
America, so far announced, are as fol- 
lows: 

January 20-28—Los:. Angeles Bible: Institute, 

Los: Angeles; California. 

February 1-8.—Founder’s: Week, Moody Bible 

Institute, Chicago. 


February 9-20.—Chicago, _Moody Bible. Insti- 
' tute, 





-Girls’ Problems of Today: 
Discussed ‘by Mother: Ruth 





Questions: for answer, and. other. com- 
munications, may be addreseed. to. Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday Scheel‘ Times, 1631 
Wainut Street; Philadelphia: Ne names 
or addresses: or identity: will be- published: 
in The- Sunday School Times; and: if 
questions are too personal ‘fér an answer 
in these: columns; Mether Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage: is enclosed. ‘ 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have fead many of 
your answers in The Sunday School’ Times. 
They must have: been helpful, for it seems: as 
if you have answered. them. so: fully and 
from God’s point of view. New I havea 
question of my own, and I wish your expres- 
sion upon the subject. I:am a member: of 


the Student Council. It really is'an honor to: 


hold my position. I like the companionship 
of the five other girls, although they do not 
have the viewpoint on religion that I have, 
Sunday is their day for study and fun. Sun- 
day is my day for communion with God 
Twice the president has called a meeting on 
Sunday evening. If this meeting: were: neces- 
sary for the good of any girl, I would .will- 
ingly give my time on Sunday-evening: These 








ae is 


meetings could just as well have been held.on 
Monday evening, if they had the time. What 
should I do in this case? What had I best 
say to the other girls? Am I right in my 
belief? I thank you for your interest in me.— 
A DAUGHTER, 


Y DEAR GIRL: You must remain 

true to your convictions of right 
and wrong, no matter what the cost. The 
Evit One is after the Christian who 
is studying to show himself approved unto 
God, Therefore, at every angle, where 
you are tempted to let down on your 
standard, he will urge you not to be so 
rigid, and will argue his point with vigor. 
But do not relinquish your love and com- 
munion with your Lord, or you will find 
this is only the beginning, and many other 
things will be suggested, and it will be- 
come easy to fall into the condition of 
those who are today forgetting the great 
commandment, “Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep. it holy.” 

There: is nothing: that can take the place 
of the Lord’s Day and its hallowed in- 
fluences, if we will but allow ourselves 
the blessedness of. it. Why. rob the soul 
of the: fine enjoyment of this day, when 
spent with God, in his house, and with 
his people?) Power and strength: will 
come as you learn to love this day. of 
rest. Wisdom will come as you live the 
day in the Lord’s presence, with the world 
and the worldly. things closed out. Set 
this day apart for special worship, and 
you will grow to hunger for the Sabbath. 
Then, if you. have a “different viewpoint” 
from your friends on this point, you will 
want to use your influence to draw. them 
your way. and not let them lead you to 
grow careless of the most important day 
of the week. Be very sweet about telling 
them how you feel about-it, but be firm. 
Even if you have to yield some position 
of honor, do it for Christ’s sake, and you 
will be repaid a hundredfold. 


You will find Dr. Pace’s book, “Chris- 
tian Cartoons,’ invaluable by way of 
illustration. -It may be had from The 
Sunday. School Times Company, at 75 
cents; postage, 5 cents). 








Can the Christian Now 
Believe in Evolution? 


BY 
WiLiiam Hatrock JOHNSON, PH.D., D.D. 


Professor in. Lincoln. University 


Did God contribute the beginnings 


A lof this world, and did. it then evolve 


thoughtful — 


consideration These and man 
are thoughtfully considered in this 
candid study by a _ well-known 
_Christian scholar. 


of the 
evidence 
for and 
against 


evolution 





ithrough its own forces?’ Did man 
fall or is he progressing constantly? 
‘Just what do t! 2 fossils prove? Does 
‘evolution seein 


the miraculous? 
»ther vital questions 


The author weighs carefully the 
evidence for and against evolution, 
} points out the philosophy which re- | 
|} sults from acceptance of the evolution — 
theory, and voices 
conviction of the inherent antago- 
‘nism of this philosophy to the theistic 
,and Christian views of the world. 


the growing 


3 $1.50, postage 12 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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A. BOOKS ON PRAYER 4 
ma on fae romner ao By» minister's 


AP 
marvellous experi- 
PRA 


Flag EB: 3h the work of 
th 


can long withstand 
intercession. 


PRAYER WA or ‘Testings, Unfoldings and 
axe es in the A eof Pra ee. By Rev. As sims. 
wey up thé desperate effort made by Satan to 

efeat the child of God in his prayer life, and the 

rate lorious victory, 25c. 

MIGHTY PREVAILING PRAYER: True and 
overwhelming need of the Church and the world. 
By Rey. A, Sims. you feel the need of being 
stirred up to pray? Do you desire some light on 
the all important subject of prevailing prayer? 

you wish to Jearn a little more of the bo 
less resources Which are at 
answer to prayer? This boo! 
you. New edition, 35c. 
P.O. Order to A. SIMS, Dept. S. 
5 SIMPSON AVENUE, Toronto, 6, Ont. 


_AWhole Year for $1.00! 


" oly Ghost 
tion, 20c 
3 


und- 
our command in 
will surely help 





tHe ILLUSTRATOR |: 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: “There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 











AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years, 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 


English Ministerial Course 
leading to graduation. Study at home. For-both 
sexes.. Best books. Announcements. Write Prof. 
C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


BG REDUCTION ON YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES 
only 8c per carton for “* Wasteless System.”’ Duplex 
and others at 20% to 30% discount %f ordered 
NOW. Free samples and a Free Record Book. Write 
Durotp-Triro_p Company, Trenton, -New Jersey. 
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A. clear and comprehensive story of 
God’s ore in the life of Marshal 
Feng and in the Christian army has been 
written by George T. B. Davis. It ts 
called “China’s Christian Army” and the 
book may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 
$1.25, postage Io cents, : 
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For family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission. Prayer League 





Followine ‘the Home Daily Bible Read- 
International Uniform Sunday 


ings iy the 
School Lessons, issued by the International 


Sunday School Lesson Committee 


The Universal Week of Prayer 


AST year attention was called to the un- 
As usually high character of the wording 
in the Invitatiohi to the annual Universal 
Weék of Prayer isstied by the World's 
Evangelical Alliance (19 Russell Square, 

ndon, W.C.1,, England). That stand- 
ard is maintained this year, The Prayer 
Suggestions this week (in italics, at the 
end.of each daily réading and comment) 
follow the order stiggested by the Alli- 
ance, the full text-of their daily topics 
for the Week of Prayer having been 
given in The Sunday School Times 
of November. 27. Let ws remember 
in addition. that we are now enter- 
ing upon the nineteen hundredth an- 
niversary years of Christ’s earthly min- 
istry, a period covering not quite three 
and one-half years. It was the greatest 


period in the world’s history up to that | f 


time, Are the three and a half years 
just ahead to constitute another epochal 
period? Should not the very thought 
solemnize our hearts? Says the Alli- 
ance:. “Evidences that our divine Lord 
is preparing some new thing for us, and 
that he is about to display his power and 
to manifest himself to his Church, it may 
be in Person, encourage us to unite in 
prayer.” What a profoundly significant 
statement ! 


January 3 to 9 
Mon.—Luke 6 : 27-38. 
Leve and Forgiveness for Enemies. 

The love to which Christ refers is not 
a mere negative thing; it is positive.. It 
is not, “I don’t hate my enemies”; it is, 
“Love your enemies.” It is not, “I never 
arm them”; it is, “Do good to them.” 
The measure of our joyous obedience in 
the Spirit is the measure of our walk in 
the Spirit. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us remem- 
ber God’s goodness and mercy of the past 
year; also our own unbelief and half- 
hearted. service, our secret sins, our love 
of case, our neglect of prayer and of the 
Word of God; and let us pray: “Wilt 
thou not revive us again: that thy people 
may rejoice in thee?” (Psa. 85:6.) 
Tues.—1 John ‘3 : 13-24. 

Love and the Christian Brotherhood. 


“Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord”; not every one that profess- 
eth to. be “born from above”; not even 
every one that professeth a high degree 
of spiritual attainment, is Christ’s fruit- 
bearing disciple, but he that loveth, and 
whose.love wil! bedr the tests of verses 


16 to 18 and of Luke 6: 32-35. 


PRAYER Succestions: Let us tntercede 
for the Church universal, confessing our 
own need of greater personal holiness, 
our lack of love for souls, our unworthy 
timidity and pride; and let us pray for 
all ministers, preachers, church workers, 
and members, especially for the discour- 
aged and backslidden.. “Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation.” 

Wed.—I Corinthians 9 : 19-23, 
Unselfishness in Service, 

The one supreme motive always driv- 
ing Paul on was Christ’s constraining 
love (2 Cor. 5:14); the one great pur- 
pose of his varied service was that by all 
means he might “save some” (v. 22); 
and his one ultimate goal was to obtain 
“the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus” -(Phil. 3:14). Are these 
also yours? 

Prayer Succrstions: Pray for all 
nations and rulers, and that the present 
widespread spirit of lawlessness may be 
restrained; that impurity, intemperance, 
and gambling may be overcome through 
the preaching of the*Gospel, and that the 
Lord’s Day may be rightly regarded and 
observed. Pray for. peace, national, inter- 
national, and industrial: 


Thurs.—Romans 14: 16 to 15 1 5. 
Love and Self-Denial. 

Today’s reading is unusually rich in 
practical spirituaF teaching. ‘Study each 
verse caretully. Be careful not to per- 
vert the meaning of the middle clause of 
verse 20, or the last-clause of--yerse 22. 
Take: particularly to heart ehapter 15: 
1-3, with Christlike humility, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for world- 
wide. evangelization, praismg God. that 
there are no frontiers in the: Redeemer's 
kingdcm, no “home” and “foreign” fields, 
for “the field.is the world.’ Pray for 
all missionaries, especially those in turbu- 
lent. fields such as China, Pray for all 
nates converts, and for the supply of all 
needs, 


Fri—1 Corinthians 13. 
The Pre-Eminence of Love. 

Is it possible to speak in tongues? to 
prophésy? to understand “all mysteries” ? 
to have “all faith’? to “bestow. all my 
goods to feed the poor”’?. and even “to 
give my body to be burned,”. and -yet not 
have the love referred to here? Yes, 
it is possible to*be a “wood, hay, stubble” 
Christian, and have all ny works burned 
up. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
youg people of our homes and churches; 
or parents and teachers; for all daily 
Bikze reading and family <zorship agen- 
cies; for all Christian work and witness 
in schools, colleges, and ‘universities, 
praising God for every young life that 
has been yielded to the Saviour during 
the--past year. 


Sat.—Luke 23 : 32-43. 
Christ Practicing His Teaching. 

Whoever is not able to say of his ene- 
mies, and say it from the heart as Christ 
did, “Father, forgive them,” is “none of 
his” (Rom. 8:9); for “if Christ be in 
vou,” he is the very same compassionate 
Christ that hung on the cross, with the 
very same forgiving nature — “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 

PRAYER Svuccestions: Remember 
God’s covenant people Israel, praying that 
they may be saved from the materialism, 
agnosticism, and supersiition so largely 
prevalent azzong them, and that they may 
discover in the Lord Jesus their long- 
promised Messiah. Pray for all mission- 
aries in our cities and towns, and for cll 
who labor among the friendless and 
fallen. 


Sun.—Matthew § : 1-10. 
Conditions of Blessing. 


Is your love a self-righteous, self-com- 
placent, self-pitying sort, of thing, cold 
and critical and legalistic? If so, it is 
a counterfeit; not the love that is lowly, 
contrite, meek, holiness-hungry, merciful, 
pure, peaceable, patient under persecu- 
tion; for the Jatter love is always happy 
“in the Lord” and can “rejoice ever- 
more.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God's 
continued blessing upon the W orld’s Evan- 
gelical Alliance and tts world-wide activ- 
ities. Let us remember that prayer ts 
God’s will. He invites us to pray. Christ 
has set us the example, fle prayed on 
earth, and he iztercedes in Heaven. He is 
mighty to save. He waits to be gracious. 
He marvels at our untelief. Pray. 


_— 
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The Sunday School Gines 
Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subseribers, im the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, aud some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50°each, per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is aliowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS — 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
en a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.2 a yéar. 





FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus go cents each for foreign postege: 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031, Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Church Furniture 
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Fine church 
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Since 1676 nal > 
your needs. Before you buy—comparel < 
Globe Furniture Mtg. Co. 

23 ack Place — ‘Rortbville, Mich. 
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VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 


of 
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£7 4 SPECIAL EASY 


BRONZE TASLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 











Genesis and Yourself 


Messages for the Mornin 
or for Family 


Watch 


Worship 


By Tharles Gallaudet Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School Times 


¢. 


Genesis has a message for the Twentieth Century that can be 


found in no other book of the Bible. @ A Christian layman tri 





reading it through slowly, in his «+ Morning Watch” in the earlig. 

hour of each day ; and he was so surprised and gripped by t',.°i,_ 
tensely personal and spiritual character of its ;jexsage that}),. kept 
a notebook on its meaning to him. @ The results o1 that simple 
study are given in this book, in the hope “hat these « Messages for 
the Morning Watch” may bring to others the devotional blessing 
that they brought to one. / $1.25, postage 10 cents 
THE SUNDAY SCHVOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia 
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